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Well it was an interesting summer. Big thanks to Pastors
Michael Anton, Darryl Larson, Marcia Schultz, Rosanne
Anderson and Dan Stoneback for leading us in worship the
past few weeks. They all did a wonderful job.
In October Pastor John Ferra will be joining us. He has been
hired as our Interim Associate Pastor. He will work with the
congregation to help guide the various Ministries of Christ
Lutheran Church. He has several years of pastoral experience
and has a Masters of Divinity degree from Gettysburg
Lutheran Seminary and has an M.S. in counseling from the
University of Bridgeport . Please join me in welcoming him to
our congregation.
It was great to hear our new choir perform. Their voices were
a very welcome addition to our worship. Thanks to everyone
who helped make our Fall Kick Off a success. It was a nice
gathering. Looking forward to Bells in October!
Peace
Bill Houseknecht
Council President
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Guiding and Keeping
On Sunday, September 26, from Numbers 11:25 we read, “Then the Lord came
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on
[Moses] and put it on the seventy elders …” In this widening of Moses’ ministry,
“some of the Spirit that was on him” was “taken” in order to be put on the
newly installed elders. Do you think Moses knew that the presence of the Spirit
that had been guiding and keeping him would be “taken?” And what does
“taken” mean? Was the Spirit that was on Moses “diminished” or was it
“identified”?
Since God is immutable (unchanging) then it stands to reason that neither He
or His Spirit can be diminished. I would then suggest that in “taking” some of
the Spirit that was on Moses, the text is mostly interested in understanding that
the same Spirit that was guiding and keeping Moses was the same Spirit that
would guide and keep these new elders. As such, like Moses and Joshua, we
can rest in all that the Lord has called us to knowing that the same Spirit that
was on Moses is the same Spirit that is guiding and keeping us today. This is our
hope, this is our refuge.
Since 1963, in joy, in sorrow, and yes in transition God has been guiding and
keeping the Christ Lutheran family. For 58 years, we have experienced God’s
loving kindness - His covenant faithfulness. As such, we know through experience that we can trust that He is guiding and keeping us yet today.
So, as we wait on the Lord and discern our way into a new season of ministry,
be encouraged and take heart. We have never been alone and we are not
alone now. I have always loved the following words from Babbie Mason’s
song, “Trust His Heart.” May they encourage you as they have me:
“God is too wise to be mistaken, God is too good to be unkind, So when
you don't understand, When you don't see His plan, When you can't trace
His Hand, Trust His Heart.”
Brothers and sisters, may God go before you to lead you, God go behind you
to protect you, God go beneath you to support you, God go beside you to
befriend you. Do not be afraid. May the blessing of God the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit be upon you. Do not be afraid. Go in peace to love and serve the
Lord. Amen.
Nicholas Hopkins
2

Sunday School Starts October 3rd! With this year still being unique and all over
the place Sunday school will look a little different! Sunday school will be
offered during service (starting after the children’s sermon), on the first two
Sundays of each month! We are going to be trying this layout for the
foreseeable future.

We need Sunday School teachers! We need 2 helpers for each Sunday
school! We need at least one adult over 21 and the other helper can be
confirmation age or above! We will be doing Sunday school during the
service on the first two Sundays of each month. I can have dates for you to
sign up as well! If you are interested in helping, please let me know
(tara@clcwyoming.org)

Confirmation Starts as well! We start class on October 3rd. That means that
Acolytes will be coming back soon as well! If you missed the meetings and
have a youth that is confirmation range (6th-9th grade start) please contact
me to get more information!

We will be doing a Church Movie Night this month!! We will be watching a
movie and have popcorn! We will be providing more information as it unfolds
including dates, plans (indoor or outdoor), and more! Keep an eye out for that
information! More information should be coming by next Sunday! If you have
any questions or any comments please contact me (tara@clcwyoming.org)!

Tara Williams
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Stewardship
“Because of God’s Great Mercy” is the title of our stewardship emphasis this
year. The scriptural basis of this focus on our stewardship of all that God has
entrusted into our care is I Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness and into his marvelous
light.”
We begin by proclaiming all that God has done for us, hence the title
“Because of God’s Great Mercy.” God has made us God’s own people. We
will also consider how generous giving is an important part of every Christian’s
life, and how our combined generosity can make even greater things possible
through our congregation.
We will think together about how our giving to Christ Lutheran is an important
part of our Christian faith, and how Christ Lutheran uses our offerings to do
God’s work within the congregation’s walls, in our community, and around the
world.
“Because of God’s Great Mercy” will ask you to do two things. First, you will be
asked to prayerfully consider your giving to Christ Lutheran. Second, you will
be asked to consider using an online giving program that Christ Lutheran will
be launching soon.
“Because of God’s Great Mercy” will use mail, e-mail, and time in worship to
share information with you. Please make a special effort to watch for material
during this important time in our congregation’s life.
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Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church
We, alone with other area churches and organizations, will once
again be participating in the Wyoming Christmas Store for lowincome families sponsored and run by Family Network of Wyoming and held at Grace Reformed Church on
Saturday, December 4, 2021.
Due to the continued health restrictions that are in place for
COVID, and the uncertainty of the spreading of the virus, the
“Drive Through Store” format, used at Grace Reformed which
was well received by the families last year will be used again this
year.
The concept of the Christmas Store is to offer low-income families
a way to obtain gifts for their children in an affordable way. The
parents/guardians appreciate this opportunity because it offers
them the dignity of purchasing their own children’s gifts, rather
than be showered by gifts from strangers. Parents bring $10 per
child and in return they will receive a gift card for $50 for each
child. They can use these cards in the designated store to purchase toys or clothes that they know their child really needs or
wants. Basically, they are saving more than 80% on each gift. This
is the same as in the past when we set up an actual store inside
Grace Reformed church and they chose from toys which were
provided by participating churches or organizations. The difference is they shop at the actual store itself, rather than our special
“set up” store, created just for them.
Clients will drive under the canopy by a door and be greeted at
their car by volunteers. After showing their identity and giving $10
per child, they will be given $50 gift cards for those children, and
a special family gift basket along with any other items
we have available.
How can you help? Please look for the Christmas tree in
our Gathering Space Sunday Nov. 7 and select a tag
from the tree and return a gift card worth between $10
-$50 from the designated store listed on the tag. All gift
cards must be returned and placed into the designated box on a table by the tree no later than Sunday,
Nov. 28. If you have questions,
please contact Carol Peters at 616-634-8067.
Thank you for your participation!
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Evangelism Committee
Thank you all in-person worshippers for doing your part in greeting
new friends after our worship service. You have been willing to greet
people new to you and even sit in a different place during a worship
service to give yourself a fresh opportunity to greet people you may
otherwise not notice. You have offered to pray for others concerns.
This month of October, in which scary things come forth, the Evangelism committee is going to challenge each of us to make an invitation to someone to come and worship.
It could be as bold as asking a person who does not yet belong to
our congregation or as inclusive as asking someone who already attends to sit in the same pew as you so you can have a conversation
more easily after church. Covid-19 makes it harder to be close to
one another. However, even at a small distance it is nice to know
that someone notices and wants us to be here together in worship. Let’s be bold in that good Lutheran way and make someone
else feel included.
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New Instructions for Altar Flower Procedures ~ 2022

Holwerda Floral & Gifts of Byron Center will remain our supplier for altar flowers and special arrangements.
You can find the chart to the lest of the open kitchen window. Sign
up where there is an open time only. Please indicate the persons
name, event, and your name under Presented By, as you would like
it to appear in the Sunday Announcements (i.e. “Jane Doe 35th
Birthday by Fred & Julie Doe”). The cost for a standard arrangement
is now $35.00. If you wish an extra special arrangement, you can order directly by calling Holwerda Floral and Gifts at
616-878-9696. However, there may be an additional cost for a special arrangement, so ask the florist for the total and place it in your
payment envelope noting the change. Make arrangements early in
the week to guarantee Friday delivery.
The week before the date you choose, you will receive an email reminder, or phone call, for those without an email address, to make
your $35.00 payment. You may pay by cash or check (made out to
Christ Lutheran Church) using a pew envelope or one from
home. Place the payment in the collection tray or mail to the
church office. Be sure to record the date and service time you
signed up for on your payment envelope or place a note inside if
you mail it so proper credit can be made to avoid additional notices. And as in the past, your arrangement will be available for pick
up from the Welcome Center counter.
Thank you for your participation in adoring our sanctuary to Glorify
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Second Best Sale
"God’s Work. Our Hands”
We are pleased to announce that this year’s sale raised $3,553. This
included donations of cash along with the sale of your donated
items. The funds will go to help with the ministry at In The Image.
Their vision is that everyone in need of clothing and household necessities can receive those in a welcoming environment. We have
boxed up those items to donate to them along with the money we
raised.
This would not have been possible if not for the generous donations
from you and your friends. We are grateful for those who helped
with the set-up and pricing, those who helped on the days of the
sale, our terrific clean up crew, those who donated their yummy
baked goods and those who fixed food for our workers along with
those who helped us advertise our event. We appreciate those of
you who supported our sale by shopping and giving your purchases
their second life. A project of this size definitely takes a village.
We loved and will remember those special God moments we were
privileged to be a part of.
The shoppers who paid for
their items with a ten or
twenty dollar bill and told us
to keep the change. The
shopper who paid for another shopper's items and the
great fellowship we were a
part of as we worked together in joy. God has certainly blessed us and many
others through this event.
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CLC Library News
As summer turns into fall, you may find yourself
with more time to read. Did you know we
have a church library? It’s located in the hall
leading to the church office across from the
Choir room. We have a small selection of fiction on the north wall (one shelf is large print)
and a larger selection of non-fiction on the
south wall arranged by various categories like
Daily Life, Death & Grieving, Education, and
Inspiration along with several others. One of
our newest categories is Biography/Memoir.
One of the books you might choose is called
Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle. Greg is
a Jesuit priest and for twenty years worked in
the Boyle Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles. This work forms the basis of his stories as he
shares his wisdom and reminds us that all life has value. Anne Lamott
writes, “An astonishing book…about suffering and dignity, death and
resurrection, one of my favorite books in years. It is lovely and tough
and tender beyond my ability to describe and left me in tears of
both sorrow and laughter.”
Our library works on the honor system. Please feel free to take a
book for as long as you need and return it to the basket on the small
shelf in the library when you finish. We also accept donations of
books to add to our collection. Feel free to come and browse our
shelves for your next read!
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Our Lutheran Hymnals
You may be wondering, where oh where have the hymnals
gone?
Of course, they were first removed as we entered the unknown world of the Covid 19 virus.
Now, The Worship, Music, and Arts Committee has reflected on their usage in worship and has recommended,
and the church council agreed, to not return the outdated
hymnals to our pew racks. The green LBW (Lutheran Book of
Worship) is 43 years old and the blue WOV (With One Voice)
is 26 years old. Our Sunday music is now obtained through
online music subscription resources. We are using hymns and
liturgies from our Lutheran Sunday and Seasons License which
provides updated lyrics of the hymns that we sing.
You may obtain a copy of the green LBW hymnal or the blue
WOV for your own personal use. They will be available beginning Sunday, Oct. 3, on a table out in the gathering
space. The hymnals that were purchased in memoriam will
be given to the families who purchased the book for CLC. In
November the remaining hymnals will be donated to a theological book network.
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Church Staff
Pastor Justin J. Walker
pastorjustin@clcwyoming.org
Hal Overly
Bookkeeper
bookkeeping@clcwyoming.org
Marilyn Burgard
Organist
burgardm@sbcglobal.net
Nicholas Hopkins
Minister of Music
nicholas@clcwyoming.org
Tara Williams
Youth & Family Min. Coord.
tara@clcwyoming.org
Nikki Diaz
Custodian
niurkaaileen@yahoo.com
Dan Johnson
Maintenance
djohnson4436@gmail.com
Pia Stoepker
Administrative Assistant
office@clcwyoming.org

Notes From the Office

Executive Council
President: Bill Houseknecht
Vice-President: Whitney VanGessel
Treasurer: Jennifer Breymeyer
Secretary: Curt Johnson

Council Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons
Education: Aimee Paulson
Evangelism: Jane Ward, Carrianne Evele
Fellowship: Nikki Diaz, Tammy Davison
Finance: Jennifer Breymeyer, Jim Barritt
Mission Support: Sally VanEck, Brian Crane
Property: Rich Neubecker, Tom Goetsch

Office Hours:
Monday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia)
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Hal)
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia)
Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Hal)
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia)
**If you need to connect with us outside
of these hours, please give us a call at
616-532-2774 and make an appointment.

Technology: Curt Johnson, Michael VanderMeer
Well-being & Social Concerns:
Suzanne Snider, Sally VanEck
Worship, Music & Arts:
Deb Park, Cindy June
Youth & Family: Aimee Paulson
Recording Secretary:
Dave Harris

Contact Information
Phone: 616-532-2774
Email: office@clcyoming.org
Fax: 616-532-6488
Web: www.clcwyoming.org

Weekly Announcement Deadline:
Friday morning, 10:00 a.m.
Branch Deadline:
November Branch deadline is October
22nd. Monthly deadline is the 22nd of the
proceeding month.
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