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Pastor’s Jibes       

 

      

Let me first explain why I title my pastoral epistle “Jibes.”  A jibe is a sailing term for a 

maneuver made when sailing downwind; when the wind is a force pushing the boat.   The 

church is also being pushed by the mighty wind of Pentecost.  Also, a jibe is a term for an 

effort to provoke; to motivate.  Hopefully these short epistles will be in some way, the 

provocative wind of the Holy Spirit in our life together as Christ Lutheran Church. 

 

One of the most memorable experiences I have had while sailing occurred on the fourth 

day of a five-day sail from Yarmouth, Maine to Bristol, Rhode Island.  We left Plymouth, 

Massachusetts that morning and entered the Cape Cod Canal bound for Buzzard’s Bay and 

the harbor of Marion.   

I had read about the dangerous conditions at the western end of the canal when the tide 

runs opposite of the prevailing winds on Buzzard’s Bay  -  but I had no concept of the harsh 

reality.  That day the tide was running west and the winds across the relatively shallow Bay 

were easterly.  I now know why the harbor at the end of the canal is named Onset!  

Suddenly we were in 8-foot waves, and the boat was slamming down off those crests with a 

soul shaking shudder.  It lasted 2 hours.  And when we finally arrived in Marion we found the 

whipping from the  slamming down and riding up the next wave and slamming down again 

had snapped off the VHF antenna at the top of the mast, and the registration sticker that 

was on the bow, was now laying in the cockpit.  

 

We picked up a mooring, and just took a break with a hot cup of tea to recover from the 

tension and chilling spray that penetrated our nerves and our bodies.  And then after we 

had gathered ourselves, we set about preparing the boat for the last leg of the sail, and 

after a late dinner, settled in for the night. 

I think that experience is often a metaphor for congregations entering an interim ministry.   

Continued on page 2 
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Certainly it is, from what I have learned so far, for Christ Lutheran.  The “rough seas,” the tur-

moil, of short-term pastorates, the positions taken to be faithful to the Lutheran Confession of 

the Christian faith, the challenges of searching for how to be the church in a pandemic 

combined with the varieties of impact it has had in personal lives, the politically driven divi-

siveness in our society, the moral reckoning of racism, the reports on Climate Change and 

the future for the next generation, and much more, are like the seas we met in Buzzard’s 

Bay  - these are tumultuous times with tectonic movements shifting the foundations of the 

society in which we are called to be the church.  Our ship, the church, has certainly been 

tossed, and we await to see Jesus walking on the seas coming to us.   

This interim, is a time to be restored, to assess the condition of the “boat,” and then to pre-

pare for the next part of the journey together.   

As your interim pastor my expectations for my ministry are:-   I want to pass on to the next 

pastor a situation in which he/she can experience a meaningful and satisfying ministry.  

Called to Christ Lutheran by the Holy Spirit for the goals God has for Christ Lutheran.  

- To resolve any “unfinished business” in a healthy way for doing the work of the church. 

- To support the lay leadership in the maintenance and natural development of current min-

istries.       

- To continue the work of the Spirit which calls for reflection and visioning.  

- If necessary, to represent/advocate for the order and positions of the ELCA. 

  

November is the beginning of a time when our worship life gives us ample opportunities to 

pause and take time to be restored. On November 4, we celebrate the festival of All Saints, 

a time to be encouraged, and nourished, by the examples of those who have gone before 

us in the faith.  Of people who weathered bitter winds and stood against the harshest 

storms.  And on November 21, we celebrate the festival of Christ the King, a day to be re-

stored in the faith that God is in charge and bending all things to God’s will for us and the 

world.  On November 25, our nation observes a day of Thanksgiving.  Our history tells us it 

originated as a response to having survived.  Likewise, for us in the church, it could be a time 

when we do not focus on what we have lost, but on what we do have as “the dust settles” 

and the storm subsides. 

 

Pax 
Pastor Ferra 
 

 

 
Pastor Ferra’s Office Schedule for November 

 November  3, 4, 8, 10,17, 18, 22, 24 

I will be in the office 10 AM to 3 PM unless making a visit.  To avoid missing someone who 

wants to meet with me, the Administrative Assistant, Pia, will have my calendar and you can 

make an appointment by calling her Monday, Wednesday or Friday  9 AM – 1 PM.  

 In a crisis you may contact me directly at 616-204-8980 
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Sunday School is November 7th and 14th this month! Sunday school will be 

offered during service (starting after the Gospel reading), on the first two 

Sundays of each month!  We are going to be trying this layout for the 

foreseeable future.  If you have any questions please contact Tara 

(tara@clcwyoming.org) 

 

We need Sunday School teachers! We need 2 helpers for each Sunday 

school! We need at least one adult over 21 and the other helper can be 

confirmation age or above! We will be doing Sunday school during the 

service on the first two Sundays of each month.  I can have dates for you to 

sign up as well!  If you are interested in helping, please let Tara know 

(tara@clcwyoming.org) 

 

We will have Children’s Worship kits starting Nov. 7. There will be kits for babies, 

younger education, and older education! It will have books, color activities, 

drawing paper, and stuffed animal.  Each bags will be made for the age 

range in mind! Try them out! They will be cleaned between each Sunday! Also 

if you have any like new or new stuffed animals that you would be willing to 

donate for these kits, please let Tara know (tara@clcwyoming.org) or bring 

them to the office!  

 

First Communion Classes will be starting in the Spring! It will be a class for a few 

weeks ending with the first communion celebration in the church service! If 

your child is between 4th-6th grade and would like to participate in First 

Communion classes in the Spring, please let Tara know 

(tara@clcwyoming.org) so we can get you signed up and get the materials 

that would be needed! 

 

Mosaic Escape Room Night! If you are in Mosaic and would like to join us for 

an Escape room we will be doing one on November 21st! If you would like to 

come it will be a discounted rate of $10! If you would like to go, please let Tara 

know (tara@clcwyoming.org) by November 14th! 
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Semper Reformanda 

As we celebrate Reformation Day, the phrase “semper reformanda” remains 

present in my mind.  The most simple (and accepted) translation seems to be 

“always reforming.”  The question then becomes who is reforming what?! 

Are we the subject “always reforming” the church and world around us?  I sure 

hope so.  All too often we become complacent and forget the reality of the 

calling placed upon each and everyone of us to serve as prophets, priests, 

and kings.  The church and this world, at times, needs to hear the prophetic 

words of believers calling us to become a more loving, humble, and just com-

munity.  At other times, we need a priestly reminder of the forgiveness and 

grace that is available to us through our great high priest and sacrificial lamb, 

Jesus the Christ.  While at other times, we need to hear words reminding us of 

the dominion and stewardship we are given over the church and this 

world.  We are called to extend Christ-like love to those we interact with as 

well as creational care for this world we are blessed to live in. 

As one of my seminary professors used to say, “we are to be tools available for 

God’s use - no more, no less.”  God teaches and equips us to do the reforming 

work of repentance and renewal.  We should constantly be seeking to grow 

together as a community, step by step, from where we currently are to where 

God is calling us to be - transforming the world around us as we go. 

Just also remember that we are also the objects who are being reformed both 

individually and communally.  God shapes us through his Spirit and through 

revelation, both special (the Word) and general (the creation).  God is all 

around us guiding and growing us.  There are times in which we are aware of 

such growth in our lives, while there are other times in which we are ignorant to 

the ways in which he is shaping and forming us. 

So as we continue to journey together as a family, let us pay attention to 

where God is active and at work within us and in the church and the world 

around us.  Henry Blackabee encourages the church to ask three questions, 

and I’ll leave them with you today.  Lord, where are you?  What are you do-

ing?  And how can I help?  We should always be reforming, but we do so fol-

lowing his leading, not our own. 

Nicholas Hopkins 
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As you know, Christ Lutheran Church is currently assembling a 

call committee in search for our new pastor. The committee 

will be selected from a list of volunteers at the next church 

council meeting on November 9th. On Sunday November 

14th we will announce the call committee members.  

 

Also on November 14th we will be voting for our new 2022 

council members. We have 5 open positions. Please take a 

minute before our service to cast your vote.   

 

The call process takes time. We need patience and not 

make a rushed decision. In the meantime Pastor Ferra will be 

with us for the foreseeable future. For that, we can all be 

thankful.  

 

 

Peace  
Bill Houseknecht  

Council President  
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Prayer Shawl Reminder 
 

Our knitters and crocheters have been busy making prayer shawls and there is 

a good supply in the cabinet in the narthex. If you have a loved one who is ill 

and might like to receive a shawl, please choose one and deliver it to them.  

 

We want to use these as a means of comfort to those who are hurting, and not 

only to church members. Please help us out by providing a shawl to someone 

whose suffering we might not be aware of. Thank you to those who are faith-

fully keeping the cabinet full of shawls. A note to those makers, there is lots of 

yarn for the taking in the lower part of the cabinet.  

 

Please help yourself. 

Marilyn Burgard 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                        In Memoriam Hymnals 
      Help me find their proper homes 

                    

       If you are someone who offered a hymnal book in memoriam of a loved 

one, please notify me of your name and the individual’s name and I will return 

that book to you.  Many of the names may be unfamiliar to me, but you re-

member purchasing a hymnal in your loved ones honor. I will happily return it 

to you.  Thanks for helping distribute these hymnals to those who gave honor to 

a person in their life. Vicki Blubaugh, vmusnd@gmail.com  

mailto:vmusnd@gmai.com
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Advent By Candlelight is back! 

 
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, De-

cember 5th at 6:30.   There will be awesome 

Christmas music and an amazing speak-

er.  We will be putting sign up sheets in the 

Gathering Space mid-November for who will 

be attending and who would like to bring an 

appetizer or dessert.  We're also going to 

have a drawing that evening for those who 

want to participate in Secret Sisters for the 

coming year.   It's going to be so wonderful to 

start off the Christmas season together again!   

 
 

 

The Fellowship Team 

Tammy Davison 
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CLC Council Nominations 
These are our 5 nominations for council that will be voted on at the 

upcoming Congregational Meeting on November 14th, 2021. 

 

Suzanne Snider 

How long have you been a member of CLC? 19 years 

Activities/committees participated at CLC? I have always been ac-

tive in youth activities, the Youth and Family Committee, VBS, Christ-

mas Programs, Sunday School, and Puppets. I also have enjoyed be-

ing part of the choir, bell choir, Sisters bible study, Women’s retreat 

and the Emergency Food Pantry back in the day. 

Interests/hobbies that you enjoy? I love working out early in the 

morning, reading, listening to music, camping and baking. 

A fun fact about you: I am a First Generation American with both my 

mom and dad being immigrants from Budapest, Hungary in 1956. 

 
Terry Narbar 

How long have you been a member of CLC? 26 years 

Activities/committees participated at CLC? I have been a greeter, 

offering counter, usher, and assisted with Sunday School. 

Interests/hobbies that you enjoy? I enjoy spending time with my 

wife, kids and grandkids and traveling. 

A fun fact about you: I love to country dance with my wife. 

 
Kate Phillips 

How long have you been a member of CLC? 3 years 

Activities/committees participated at CLC? I have been a greeter, 

served coffee and worked at the Welcome Center. I helped with 

the second best sale a couple of years ago and helped with VBS. I 

am secretary of the Evangelism Committee 

Interests/hobbies that you enjoy? I enjoy volunteering at the Gerald 

R. Ford Presidential Museum and World Mission Thrift Store. I love 

walking my dog and hanging out at the zoo. Most weekends you 

will find me watching sports on TV (Go Purdue Boilermakers and Chi-

cago Cubs!) 
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A fun fact about you: I am the daughter of a WWII veteran and 

granddaughter of a WWI veteran 

 
Linda Montgomery 

How long have you been a member of CLC? 7 years 

Activities/committees participated at CLC? Communion assistant, 

WOW bible study, mange coffee servers, usher, secret sister and 

church council 

Interests/hobbies that you enjoy? I enjoy gardening, crafts, reading 

(James Patterson) and watching Nascar 

A fun fact about you: I moved back to Michigan from Georgia after 

my husband, Dan, passed away. My companion now is a Corgi/

Pomeranian/Terrier mix dog. I participate and manage a Nascar 

fantasy league all just for FUN. 

 
Jennifer Miller 

How long have you been a member of CLC? 5 years. My husband 

grew up in this church, my in-laws are Dan & Pat Johnson 

Activities/committees participated at CLC?  

My husband and I have been instrumental in getting the video live 

streaming system to where it is today. I’m also responsible for our 

website and have been handling our Facebook page. I’ve been a 

part of the Sisters Bible study and that has been such a blessing to 

get to know some of the ladies within the church. I also have been 

on the Technology committee, worship music and arts, and the 

marketing committee. I have a strong passion and desire to see 

Christ Lutheran be relevant while still maintaining the beauty of our 

liturgy and traditions.  

Interests/hobbies that you enjoy? photography, travel and learning 

about different parts of this world, genealogical research, and food 

of all sorts. I love to cook and bake and my Instagram is just a feed 

of my foodie adventures. 

A fun fact about you: I have a BA in Fine Arts and currently work for 

HarperCollins Christian Publishing typesetting the Bible (putting the 

words on the page). 
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Welcome to the Nursery 
 

 

     The nursery at Christ Lutheran Church is available for families with 

children under the age of 3 to use during our worship hour on Sunday 

mornings.   All the surfaces and toys have been sanitized.  Any toy 

used during the worship hour will be cleaned and sanitized before 

the next Sunday’s worship.  You are able to participate in worship by 

watching the service using the T.V.  This is an awesome opportunity 

for you to bring your family to worship, enjoy and expose your child to 

the beauty of worship and be able to fellowship with others in the 

gathering space.  We do ask that all adults and children age 2 and 3 

wear a mask while in the nursery to help minimize the spreading of vi-

ruses.  A maximum of 6 children may be in the nursery at one time.  A 

list of expectations and protocols will be posted in the nursery.  If you 

have any questions or concerns, please contact Vicki Blubaugh, 

vmusnd@gmail.com  

mailto:vmusnd@gmail.com
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Holiday Food Boxes 
 

How is it that we are already to November? But seeing as we are, it means it’s 

time to start collecting for our Holiday Food Boxes!! We are once again team-

ing up with United Church Outreach Ministries (UCOM) and providing a holiday 

meal for both Thanksgiving and Christmas. We will be providing 25 boxes for 

each holiday and they will go to the same 25 families both times. These families 

are generally much smaller in size, mainly elderly persons who are unable to go 

out and access the pantry or groceries very easily. UCOM will continue provid-

ing an extra shopping day at their pantry for families that are able to get their 

to shop for their own holiday meal, but this allows us to help those shut ins who 

are in need. We will do a collection in a few different ways.   

 

1) If you would like to “adopt” a family, you may do so and purchase the en-

tire meal for that family. 

2) We are doing a reverse offering in church on November 7th. We will pass the 

offering plate and you can take as many slips of paper from the plate as you’d 

like. Each slip of paper contains an item that we ask you to purchase and bring 

back as a donation. 

3) If you aren’t much of a shopper, you can always turn in an offering enve-

lope marked “holiday boxes” with a monetary donation and we will do the 

shopping for you! 

 

On Saturday, November 20th, we will come together and pack our boxes and 

then on Sunday the 21st, after service, we will ask for volunteers to deliver these 

boxes to the community. So there are lots of ways you can help! If you have 

any questions, please contact Suzanne Snider via email at tihanyisuz@aol.com 

or by phone 616-871-0283.  

 

The meal will consist of: 

Either a small Turkey breast or ham 

Mashed potatoes 

Canned yams 

Additional canned vegetable 

Cranberry sauce 

Boxes stuffing 

Gravy 

Frozen pie crust 

Can of pumpkin pie filling w/a can of evaporated milk OR a can of other fruit 

pie filling Box of jello/pudding Milk Dinner rolls  
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Church Staff 
 
Interim Pastor John Ferra 
    pastorferra@clcwyoming.org 
  
 

Hal Overly 
    Bookkeeper 
    bookkeeping@clcwyoming.org 
 

Marilyn Burgard 
    Organist  
     burgardm@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Nicholas Hopkins 
      Minister of Music 
      nicholas@clcwyoming.org  
 

Tara Williams 
      Youth & Family Min. Coord. 
      tara@clcwyoming.org 
 

Nikki Diaz 
      Custodian 
      niurkaaileen@yahoo.com 
 

Dan Johnson 
      Maintenance 
      djohnson4436@gmail.com 
       

Pia Stoepker 
    Administrative Assistant  
    office@clcwyoming.org 
  

 

Executive Council 
 
President:  Bill Houseknecht 
 

Vice-President:  Whitney VanGessel 
 

Treasurer:  Jennifer Breymeyer 
 

Secretary:  Curt Johnson 
 
 
Council Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 
 
Education:  Aimee Paulson 
 

Evangelism:  Jane Ward, Carrianne Evele 
 

Fellowship:  Nikki Diaz, Tammy Davison 
 

Finance:  Jennifer Breymeyer, Jim Barritt 
 

Mission Support:  Sally VanEck, Brian Crane 
 

Property:  Rich Neubecker, Tom Goetsch 
 

Technology:  Curt Johnson, Michael VanderMeer 
 

Well-being & Social Concerns: 
      Suzanne Snider, Sally VanEck 
 

Worship, Music & Arts: 
    Deb Park, Cindy June 
 

Youth & Family:  Aimee Paulson 
 

Recording Secretary:   
 Dave Harris 
 
 

Contact Information 

Phone: 616-532-2774 
Email: office@clcyoming.org 
Fax:  616-532-6488 
Web:  www.clcwyoming.org 

Notes From the Office 
 
Office Hours:   
Monday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 
Tuesday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  (Hal) 
Wednesday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 
Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Hal) 
Friday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 
 **If you need to connect with us outside 

of these hours, please give us a call at 
616-532-2774 and make an appointment. 

 
Weekly Announcement Deadline:    
Friday morning, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Branch Deadline:    
   December Branch deadline is November 

22nd. Monthly deadline is the 22nd of the 
proceeding month. 


