23rd Sunday after Pentecost
October 31, 10:00 a.m.
Pastor John Ferra

Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church!
Whether you are in the sanctuary, tuning to FM 93.9 in the parking
lot, or streaming from home online, we rejoice that you are with us
this morning! Worship in 2021 may look or feel different but know
that the heart of our worship at CLC remains unchanged. Several
steps are in place to ensure our mutual safety and we appreciate
your help – and patience – as we gather together.
May God bless us all today and in the week to come!

Gathering
Prelude
Welcome
Announcements
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united
with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.
Sponsors: We present Scout Amelia Saucier for baptism.
P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have your child baptized into Christ?
Parents: We do.
P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that your child may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parents: We do.
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Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Scout in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism
and in communion with the church?
Sponsors: We do.
P: People of God, do you promise to support Scout and pray for her in her new
life in Christ?
C: We do.

Profession of Faith
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith
of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C: I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
C: I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C: I renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
3

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which
you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and
his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus'
death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and
raise us up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
C: Amen.

Baptism
P: Scout Amelia Saucier I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray:
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life. Sustain Scout with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
C: Amen.
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P: Scout Amelia Saucier, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
C: Amen.
P: Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Scout Amelia, daughter of Kayleigh and Christopher Saucier joins Christ Lutheran Church today by the sacrament of Holy Baptism. Her sponsors are Danielle Derer and Jonathan Saucier. Welcome into God's family!
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.
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Gathering Song:

“Borning Cry”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray:
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated

Word
First Reading:

Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I
was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.
R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

If you are worshiping in the parking lot, an usher will collect your yellow
prayer request cards during the following song. If you have one filled
out, please raise it high out your window. Thank you.
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Response:

“Come Holy Ghost”
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest,
And in our hearts take up thy rest;
Come with thy grace and heavenly aid
To fill the hearts which thou hast made,
To fill the hearts which thou hast made.
O Comforter, to thee we cry,
Thou heavenly gift of God most high,
Thou fount of life, and fire of love,
And sweet anointing from above,
And sweet anointing from above.
Refrain
Be not afraid,
Where you go, there I am with you.
Be not afraid,
Where you go, there I am with you.
O Holy Ghost, through thee alone
Know we the Father and the Son;
Be this our firm unchanging creed,
That thou dost from them both proceed,
That thou dost from them both proceed.
Praise we the Lord, Father and Son,
And Holy Spirit with them one;
And may the Son on us bestow
All gifts that from the Spirit flow,
All gifts that from the Spirit flow.

Second Reading

Romans 3:19-28

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be
held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight”
by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of
sin.
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21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed,
and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was
to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the
one who has faith in Jesus.
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
R:The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel Reading:

John 8:31-36

P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
31Jesus

said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made
free’?”
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household;
the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated
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Sermon: Pastor John Ferra
Silence for meditation
Please rise in body or spirit.

Song of the Day

“The Church’s One Foundation” (Verses 1-4)
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Prayers of the Church:
Ending of each petition: . . . Lord, in your mercy,
Congregational response: hear our prayer.

Musical Offering :

Sidney Yin

Please rise in body or spirit.

The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Preface
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
Alleluia alleluia
For the Lord God Almighty reigns
Alleluia alleluia
For the Lord God Almighty reigns
Alleluia
Chorus
Holy holy
Are You Lord God Almighty
Worthy is the Lamb
Worthy is the Lamb
You are holy holy
Are You Lord God Almighty
Worthy is the Lamb
Worthy is the Lamb
Amen
CCLI Song # 626713

Thanksgiving at the Table
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Please be seated

Fraction and Communion Information
We welcome all Christians to commune at the Lord’s Table.
If you are worshiping inside, you will be directed forward by the center aisle in two
lines. At the center, you will be offered the choice of a white flour wafer, a wrapped
gluten free wafer, or a sealed wafer/juice combo. If you receive the combo you may
return directly to your seat by the side aisle. If you receive a wafer, you will be handed
wine or white grape juice in individual cups. Baskets for used cups are available as you
return to your seat by the side aisle.
If you are worshiping in the parking lot, you are invited to receive the elements at the
portico or wave your hand out the window and they will be brought to you. A note on
opening the wafer/wine combo. Bend the side tab down and up at the crease to loosen the seal. Lift the clear plastic to access the wafer and the foil to access the juice.

Distribution of Communion
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Communion Song:

“My Chains Are Gone”

Communion Song:

“I know a Fount”

Choir

Please rise in body or spirit.

Post--Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C: Amen.
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Sending Song:

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Benediction
P: Come Holy Spirit. Enrich our lives, so that all that we do may be pleasing to

you. Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
C: Amen.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Leading Us in Worship:
Preaching: Pastor John Ferra
Minister of Music: Nicholas Hopkins
Council: Suzanne Snider
Worship Assistant: Diane Persky
Ushers: Ron & Nancy Heidrich
Communion Assistants: Laura Llewellyn, Linda Montgomery
Altar Guild: Position Open
Greeters: Fred & Marcia Nichols
Counters: Nancy Heidrich, Deb Park
Video: Michael Miller
Sound: Matt June
Slides: Cindy June
Welcome Center: Sharon Mack
Coffee Servers: Lou & Julie Fischer

Welcome Visitors!
Please join us for a cup of coffee in the Gathering Space.
Also, be sure to stop at the Welcome Center—we have a
gift for you—adults and children!

Words and music to the hymns are included in this bulletin. For those who wish to use the hymnals, book and song
numbers appear next to the titles. Music printed with permission under CCLI #1145597.
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