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The Branch 
September 2021 

The newsletter of Christ Lutheran Church 

I say it every year. It's hard to believe that summer is almost over 

already. The kids are back in school. Soon the leaves will be 

changing. I hope you and your families enjoy these last few weeks of 

summer.  

 

August was a busy month at CLC. We had five Sunday services. A big 

thanks to Pastor Larson and Pastor Schultz for leading us in worship. 

We also had a special healing worship led by Bishop Satterlee, Pastor 

Anderson and Pastor Blank. There was a good turnout for chalk art 

and game night. We had a nice farewell celebration for Patrick 

Blanchard. Thanks to everyone who helped make that a special day 

for Patrick.  

 

We already have a busy schedule for September. Nick is looking to 

start up adult choir. We have our Second Best sale coming up. Our 

fall kick off is coming up on September 12th. The fall kick off is a great 

way to explore the many opportunities to serve in one of our Ministries 

at CLC. I hope to see you there.  

 

Peace  

Bill Houseknecht 

Council President 

 



 

2 

 

 

 

 

Game Night went great.  It started raining but people got 

everything in and played indoor games then! Thank you all who 

came, and I hope it was a great evening for you and your family! 

 

National Youth gathering is a year away! It is time to start planning! If 

your youth is interested in participating in the gathering next 

summer, July 24th-27th, 2022 and you didn’t make it to the meeting, 

please contact Tara (tara@clcwyoming.org)!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

With this year still being unique and all over the place Sunday school 

will look a little different to start! We are going to be trying this layout 

for the foreseeable future.  We will have Sunday school Starting Oct 

3.  If you did not get the letter about Sunday school, please let Tara 

(tara@clcwyoming.org) know so she can get you one! 
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We need Sunday School teachers! We need 2 helpers for each Sun-

day school! We need at least one adult over 21 and the other help-

er can be confirmation age or above! We will be doing Sunday 

school during the service on the first two Sundays of each month.  I 

can have dates for you to sign up as well!  If you are interested in 

helping, please let Tara know (tara@clcwyoming.org) 

 

Confirmation: Confirmation will have a different look this year! We 

will be starting on Sunday Oct. 3rd in person! If you missed this meet-

ing let Tara know (tara@clcwyoming.org) so we can get the infor-

mation to you! 

 

We will be doing a Church Movie Night this fall! We will be watching 

a movie and have popcorn! We will be providing more information 

as it unfolds including dates, plans (indoor or outdoor), and more! 

Keep an eye out for that information! If you have any questions or 

any comments please contact Tara (tara@clcwyoming.org)! 
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THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU! 
 

 

The staff and students of Gladiola School in 

Wyoming are MOST grateful for your dona-

tions of school supplies and clothing items!! 

Because of your generosity, students will not 

begin the year without the necessary articles 

to make learning happen. I have been told 

time and time again how much the staff ap-

preciates the contributions given to the stu-

dents and families from Christ Lutheran 

Church. Thank you for showing God's love to 

others in this way.  

 
I would like to remind the former volunteers that we are not allowed 

to help out in the school  building yet but I will be contacted if that 

changes. I know how much we miss mentoring and tutoring those 

"little people" on a weekly basis. One more item if your "generosity 

genes" have not been filled: The school is still trying to get as many 

books and flash cards into the hands of these kiddos for at home 

consumption. Any books in decent condition from pre-school 

through level 5th grade (including chapter books) will be welcomed. 

 

 

Feel free to fill the blue Gladiola bins in the front and back hall-

ways and I will deliver them to the school . 

 

 

Any more questions about how to serve in this venue, please call or 

email me at nancyslarson@gmail.com. 
   Nan Larson 
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Evangelism 
 

As we ease back into activities in the church building, we know that 

not all our members will be able to gather in-person.  So we are 

keeping up connections within our membership by organizing callers 

to make personal phone calls to the congregation.  These volun-

teers will be calling beginning in late August and finishing by Sep-

tember 10. This is an opportunity to share prayer requests, needs that 

the church might help with or updates to your church directory con-

tact information. Enjoy a conversation with your friendly CLC calling 

volunteer! 

 

Announcements at the end of some in-person worship services are 

encouraging members to live out our church mission statement “The 

ministers of this church are the people” by greeting someone you 

don’t yet know well after church and choosing to sit in a different 

seat in church to experience a new angle on the service and have 

new people to greet afterward.  

 

Gladiola school is not yet accepting in-person volunteers in the 

school. However, the Food Truck still can use volunteers.  It will be at 

West on August 30 and Gladiola School in Wyoming on September 

27.  Check the weekly Announcements in September to see if the re-

porting  time for helpers is still 4:30 p.m. to about 6:00 p.m. 

 

The fourth quarter daily devotion booklet Word in Season October-

December will be available this month at the Welcome center for 

anyone who would like to pick one up for themselves or a friend. 
 



 

7 

 Fall Ministry Kick Off 

Sunday, September 12 

 

"Be A Light" 

 
Ministry leaders are busy preparing for our Fall Kick Off. They will up-

date us in ways we can shine our light in our church community as 

well as the greater community here in Wyoming Michigan and be-

yond. Come see how some of our groups may be doing ministry dif-

ferently during these challenging times. What is God asking us to 

do? 

 

Enjoy some popcorn and special snacks as you take some time af-

ter our 10 am worship service and see what over 20 church ministries 

have to offer. Get to know our church community better as you visit 

the displays in the Education Wing and Gathering space. Take inspi-

ration from Thomas Rhett’s song, “Be a Light”, as he urges us to 

make a difference in our world and shine our light. See the gifts of all 

our artists who helped fill our sidewalks with their chalk art to illustrate 

our musical offering. 
 

 

 
Although we use this day to emphasize our year round service op-

portunities, we ask for your support of our special “God’s Work. Our 

Hands” service project. Find the details on the next page. 
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2nd Best Sale 

God’s Work, Our Hands 

 

Friday and Saturday, September 24 & 25 
 

Plans are being made to host a 2nd Best Sale! We are looking for do-

nations of clean usable items such as clothing, shoes, household 

items, books, games, toys, linens, holiday items and craft supplies. 

Items can be dropped off before worship on Sundays at 9:30 in the 

garage located at the SW corner of our parking lot. Items can also 

be left in the classroom located in the SE corner of our Education 

Wing from 10-1 Monday through Friday. Follow the posted signs. If 

you have larger items you would like to have picked up, please call 

Deb Park at 457-9792. Items can be donated and brought to church 

until the Wednesday before the sale. 

 

Our 2021 sale will benefit In The Image. They have recently moved to 

4255 Kalamazoo Ave. Everyone in need of clothing and household 

necessities can shop for free in a welcoming environment. During the 

month of August, In the Image will focus on their S.H.O.E.S. (Shoes 

Help Our Elementary Students) program which began in 1996. More 

information can be found at their website intheimage.org. 

 
We are looking for people willing to help set up for the sale and to 

help on the days of the sale. Sign up sheets will be available in the 

Gathering space the month of September. 

 

       Help us fulfill their mission to provide hope,  

    dignity and respect through the best shop 

    ping experience money does not have to buy. 
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Let’s Make Music Together 
 

I have to say, I cannot wait to sing in a choral setting once again.  Sure, good 

solo singing can be an incredible thing, but good ensemble singing is an entire-

ly different thing!  Especially when we consider the limits the individual experi-

ences, which a group can overcome.  Sure there are different challenges that 

arise for the group, but the blessings can definitely outweigh the cost.  Below 

are four examples. 

 

First, breathing.  Breathing, while singing, can be easier in a group setting as 

breaths can be hidden by taking turns.  Breathing can also be challenging in a 

group setting, if you’re not mindful to things like final consonants which can ruin 

the flow of a phrase. 

 

Second, blending.  A section of one blends perfectly.  A section of two or more 

has to make an asserted effort to blend with one another.  This difficult task of 

matching tone, tenor, and tempo can be difficult, but the large, rich, full sound 

that can be achieved together is unparalleled. 

 

Third, range.  While some outlying individuals can have incredible range all by 

themselves, most of us need others to be able to reach notes that are higher or 

lower that we’re able to sing.  For example, I tend to be a higher tenor than 

most so have to pitch things lower than I’m comfortable for congregational 

singing.  When we sing together we can simply achieve possibilities that we are 

unable to realize when we sing alone. 

 

Fourth, and most exciting to me, HARMONY!!!  Yes individuals can be breath-

taking, however, ensemble singing increases the richness and depth of experi-

ence.  There is something beautiful about voices singing in unison, but when 

they break into three and four part harmonies something glorious can be cre-

ated.   

 

And so it is in our lives as Christians.  If we seek to go it alone, we could argua-

ble do a fine job (if you exclude all the research about loneliness that ex-

ists).  But when we come together, we have a higher potential to thrive.  As the 

Spirit breathes her blending (and unifying) breath into our very souls, let us seek 

to seek to expand the range of our work and life together.  And as we do so, 

remember we need not do so in unison (or uniformity), but can and must do so 

in the most beautiful harmony. 
Nicholas Hopkins 
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Bell Choir This Fall 

 
We have not hired a bell choir director at this time, but we want to 

keep our choirs active. Cindy June and I are scheduling two groups 

to ring in October and November. I have contacted previous ringers 

to let them know of this opportunity. If you would like to ring with the 

bell choir, please contact me or Cindy and we will include you in our 

planning. We need to know in advance how many ringers to plan for 

as we pick music - so please let one of us know of your interest as 

soon as possible. 

 

Here is the rehearsal and ringing schedule: Marilyn will conduct the 

first session and Cindy the second. Rehearsals will be on Monday 

nights at 7 p.m. 

 
Sept. 20 

Sept. 27 

Oct. 4 

Play in church Oct. 10 

Oct. 25 

Nov. 1 

Nov. 8 

Play in church Nov. 14 

 

 

Marilyn Burgard burgardm@sbcglobal.net 

Cindy June cindymjune@gmail.com 
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Church Staff 
 
Pastor Justin J. Walker 
    pastorjustin@clcwyoming.org 
  
 

Hal Overly 
    Bookkeeper 
    bookkeeping@clcwyoming.org 
 

Marilyn Burgard 
    Organist  
     burgardm@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Nicholas Hopkins 
      Minister of Music 
      nicholas@clcwyoming.org  
 

Tara Williams 
      Youth & Family Min. Coord. 
      tara@clcwyoming.org 
 

Nikki Diaz 
      Custodian 
      niurkaaileen@yahoo.com 
 

Dan Johnson 
      Maintenance 
      djohnson4436@gmail.com 
       

Pia Stoepker 
    Administrative Assistant  
    office@clcwyoming.org 
  

 

Executive Council 
 
President:  Bill Houseknecht 
 

Vice-President:  Whitney VanGessel 
 

Treasurer:  Jennifer Breymeyer 
 

Secretary:  Curt Johnson 
 
 
Council Liaisons and Committee Chairpersons 
 
Education:  Aimee Paulson 
 

Evangelism:  Jane Ward, Carrianne Evele 
 

Fellowship:  Nikki Diaz, Tammy Davison 
 

Finance:  Jennifer Breymeyer, Jim Barritt 
 

Mission Support:  Sally VanEck, Brian Crane 
 

Property:  Rich Neubecker, Tom Goetsch 
 

Technology:  Curt Johnson, Michael VanderMeer 
 

Well-being & Social Concerns: 
      Suzanne Snider, Sally VanEck 
 

Worship, Music & Arts: 
    Deb Park, Cindy June 
 

Youth & Family:  Aimee Paulson 
 

Recording Secretary:   
 Dave Harris 
 
 

Contact Information 

Phone: 616-532-2774 
Email: office@clcyoming.org 
Fax:  616-532-6488 
Web:  www.clcwyoming.org 

Notes From the Office 
 
Office Hours:   
Monday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 
Tuesday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  (Hal) 
Wednesday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 
Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Hal) 
Friday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 
 **If you need to connect with us outside 

of these hours, please give us a call at 
616-532-2774 and make an appointment. 

 
Weekly Announcement Deadline:    
Friday morning, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Branch Deadline:    
   October Branch deadline is September 

22nd. Monthly deadline is the 22nd of the 
proceeding month. 


