
  

 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 12, 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Pastor Marcia Schultz 

Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church! 
Whether you are in the sanctuary, tuning to FM 93.9 in the parking 
lot, or streaming from home online, we rejoice that you are with us 
this morning!  Worship in 2021 may look or feel different but know 

that the heart of our worship at CLC remains unchanged.  Several 
steps are in place to ensure our mutual safety and we appreciate 

your help – and patience – as we gather together.  
May God bless us all today and in the week to come! 
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Gathering 
 

 
Prelude  
 
 
Welcome 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
 

C:   we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.   We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Song:                “Come People of the Risen King” 

 
Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Let us pray: 
 O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and 

by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of 
the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Word 

 
First Reading:                                                Isaiah 50:4-9a 
  4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
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 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty?              
R: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
If you are worshiping in the parking lot, an usher will collect your yellow 
prayer request cards during the following song.  If you have one filled 
out, please raise it high out your window.  Thank you. 

 
 
Response:        “ Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise” 

 
  

        



6 

 

Second Reading                        James 3:1-12 
 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the 
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look 
at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So 
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every 
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 
been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with 
it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth 
come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be 
so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish 
water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine 
figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 
R:The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Gospel Reading:                                         Mark 8:27-38 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 8th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on 
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they 
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered 
him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 
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about him. 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
 

Please be seated 

 
 
Sermon: Pastor Marcia Schultz 
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Please rise in body or spirit.  
 

Song of the Day                    “Be Thou My Vision” (Verses 1,2,4) 

 
Please be seated 
 
 

Prayers of the Church: 
           Ending of each petition: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
 
  Congregational response:  hear our prayer. 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 

  
 
 
Musical Offering:                    “Unstoppable God” 

 
Heaven thundered 

And the world was born 
Life begins and ends 

In the dust You formed 
Faith commanded 

And the mountains moved 
Fear is losing ground 
To our hope in You 
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Chorus 
Unstoppable God 

Let Your glory go on and on 
Impossible things 

In Your name they shall be done (oh) 
 

Freedom conquered 
All our chains undone 

Sin defeated 
Jesus has overcome 

Mercy triumphed 
When the third day dawned 

Darkness was denied 
When the stone was gone 

 
Bridge 

Nothing shall be impossible 
Your kingdom reigns unstoppable 

We'll shout Your praise forevermore 
Jesus our God unstoppable 

CCLI Song # 7011436 
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: (Verse 4) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C:  Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
  

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
         as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
         and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 
  
 
Fraction and Communion Information 
We welcome all Christians to commune at the Lord’s Table.   

If you are worshiping inside, you will be directed forward by the center aisle in two 
lines.  At the center, you will be offered the choice of a white flour wafer, a wrapped 
gluten free wafer, or a sealed wafer/juice combo.   If you receive the combo you may 
return directly to your seat by the side aisle.  If you receive a wafer, you will be handed 
wine or white grape juice in individual cups. Baskets for used cups are available as you 
return to your seat by the side aisle.  

If you are worshiping in the parking lot, you are invited to receive the elements at the 
portico or wave your hand out the window and they will be brought to you.  

A note on opening the wafer/wine combo. Bend the side tab down and up at the 
crease to loosen the seal.  Lift the clear plastic to access the wafer and the foil to 
access the juice. 
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Distribution of Communion 
 
 
Communion Song:            “O Come to the Altar” 

 
Are you hurting and broken within 

Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 
Jesus is calling 

Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well 

Jesus is calling 
 

Chorus 
O come to the altar 

The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 

The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there's no reason to wait 

Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 

From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling 

 
Bridge 

Oh what a Savior 
Isn't he wonderful 

Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him 

For he is Lord of all 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

 
Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 

CCLI Song # 7051511 



14 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Communion Song:             “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

 
 

Post--Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
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Sending Song:                     “This Little Light of Mine” 

 
 
Blessing 
 
P:  Come Holy Spirit.  Enrich our lives, so that all that we do may be pleasing to 

you.  Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and        
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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Dismissal 
 
A:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
                                     “God’s Work, Our Hands Video” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leading Us in Worship: 
   Preaching:  Pastor Marcia Schultz 
Minister of Music:  Nicholas Hopkins 

Organist:  Marilyn Burgard 
Council: Curt Johnson 

Worship Assistant:  Don Groenveld 
Ushers: Brian Crane, Harry Wendland 

Communion Assistants: Suzanne Johnson, Vicki Blubaugh 
Altar Guild:  Teresa Ortego 

Greeters: Teresa Ortego 
Counters: Annette Wendland, Nancy Heidrich  

Video: Michael Miller 
Sound: Matt June 
Slides: Cindy June 

Welcome Center: Judy Mayle 
Coffee Servers: Harry & Annette Wendland 
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Welcome Visitors!   
 

Please join us for a cup of coffee in the Gathering Space. 
Also, be sure to stop at the Welcome Center—we have a 

gift for you—adults and children! 
 

Words and music to the hymns are included in this bulletin. For those who wish to use the hymnals, book and song 
numbers appear next to the titles. Music printed with permission under CCLI #1145597. 


