
  

 

 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 22, 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Pastor Marcia Schultz 

Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church! 
Whether you are in the sanctuary, tuning to FM 93.9 in the parking 
lot, or streaming from home online, we rejoice that you are with us 
this morning!  Worship in 2021 may look or feel different but know 

that the heart of our worship at CLC remains unchanged.  Several 
steps are in place to ensure our mutual safety and we appreciate 

your help – and patience – as we gather together.  
May God bless us all today and in the week to come! 
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Gathering 
 

 
Prelude  
 
 
Welcome 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
 

C:   we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.   We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Song:                “Unstoppable God” 
 

Heaven thundered 
And the world was born 

Life begins and ends 
In the dust You formed 

Faith commanded 
And the mountains moved 

Fear is losing ground 
To our hope in You 

 
Chorus 

Unstoppable God 
Let Your glory go on and on 

Impossible things 
In Your name they shall be done (oh) 

 
Freedom conquered 
All our chains undone 

Sin defeated 
Jesus has overcome 

Mercy triumphed 
When the third day dawned 

Darkness was denied 
When the stone was gone 

 
Bridge 

Nothing shall be impossible 
Your kingdom reigns unstoppable 

We'll shout Your praise forevermore 
Jesus our God unstoppable 

CCLI Song # 7011436 
 
Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Let us pray: 
 Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our 

choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and 
evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Word 

 
First Reading:                                     Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the 
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented 
themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore 
revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond 
the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me 
and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and 
our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who 
did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we 
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and 
the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 
land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”                  
R: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
If you are worshiping in the parking lot, an usher will collect your yellow 
prayer request cards during the following song.  If you have one filled 
out, please raise it high out your window.  Thank you. 
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Response:    “ Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
  

       Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 

 from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 

 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art, 

 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 
       Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child, and yet a king; 
 born to reign in us forever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Second Reading      Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that 
evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and 
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 
proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with 
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end 
keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for 
me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. 
Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.  
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R:The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 

Gospel Reading:                                        John 6:56-69  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 [Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I 
in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down 
from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the 
one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was 
teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; 
who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you 
were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit 
that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew 
from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one 
that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
 

Please be seated 

 
Sermon: Pastor Marcia Schultz 
 



7 

 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  
 

Song of the Day                    “Blessed Assurance” 

Please be seated 
 
 

Prayers of the Church: 
           Ending of each petition: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
 
  Congregational response:  hear our prayer. 
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Farewell and Godspeed for Patrick. 
 
 Patrick, as you leave our congregation, we wish to bid you farewell. 
 
 A reading from Exodus, the 23rd chapter:  
The LORD said, “I am going to send an angel in front of you, to guard you on 
the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.” (Exodus 23:20) 
 
When you came to this congregation we rejoiced to welcome you into the 
mission we share as the people of God. In this community you have come to 
know and to share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God 
has blessed you in this community, and God has blessed us through you. 
 
We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts with Saron 
Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, Michigan, united with us in the body of Christ 
and the mission we share. 
 
P: Let us pray. 
  Eternal God, we thank you for Patrick, and for the time we have shared with 
him. 
  As he has been a blessing to us, so now send him forth to be a blessing to 
others;  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
Please be seated 

  
 
 
Musical Offering:                    “O Church Arise” 
 

 O church arise and put your armour on 
Hear the call of Christ our Captain 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given 
With shield of faith and belt of truth 

We'll stand against the devil's lies 
An army bold whose battle cry is Love 

Reaching out to those in darkness 
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Our call to war to love the captive soul 
But to rage against the captor 

And with the sword that makes the wounded whole 
We will fight with faith and valour 

When faced with trials on every side 
We know the outcome is secure 

And Christ will have the prize for which He died 
An inheritance of nations 

 
Come see the cross where love and mercy meet 

As the Son of God is stricken 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet 

For the Conqueror has risen 
And as the stone is rolled away 

And Christ emerges from the grave 
This victory march continues till the day 

Every eye and heart shall see Him 
 

So Spirit come put strength in every stride 
Give grace for every hurdle 

That we may run with faith to win the prize 
Of a servant good and faithful 
As saints of old still line the way 
Retelling triumphs of His grace 

We hear their calls and hunger for the day 
When with Christ we stand in glory 

CCLI Song # 4611992 
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may 
come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:   

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C:  Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
  

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
         as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
         and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 
  
 
Fraction and Communion Information 
We welcome all Christians to commune at the Lord’s Table.   

If you are worshiping inside, you will be directed forward by the center aisle in two 
lines.  At the center, you will be offered the choice of a white flour wafer, a wrapped 
gluten free wafer, or a sealed wafer/juice combo.   If you receive the combo you may 
return directly to your seat by the side aisle.  If you receive a wafer, you will be handed 
wine or white grape juice in individual cups. Baskets for used cups are available as you 
return to your seat by the side aisle.  

If you are worshiping in the parking lot, you are invited to receive the elements at the 
portico or wave your hand out the window and they will be brought to you.  

A note on opening the wafer/wine combo. Bend the side tab down and up at the 
crease to loosen the seal.  Lift the clear plastic to access the wafer and the foil to 
access the juice. 

 
 
Distribution of Communion 
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Communion Song:           “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 
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Communion Song:             “The Cause of Christ” 

 
The only thing I want in life 

Is to be known for loving Christ 
To build His church to love His bride 

And make His name known far and wide 
 

Chorus 
For this cause I live 

For this cause I'd die 
I surrender all for the cause of Christ 

All I once held dear I will leave behind 
For my joy is this oh the cause of Christ 

 
He is all my soul will prize 

Regardless of the joy or trial 
When agonizing questions rise 

In Jesus all my hope abides 
 

Bridge 
Jesus my Jesus 

For Your glory for Your name 
Jesus my Jesus 

I will only sing Your praise 
 

It is not fame that I desire 
Nor stature in my brother's eye 

I pray it's said about my life 
That I lived more to build Your name than mine 

CCLI Song # 7068111 
 
 

Post--Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 
 

C: Amen. 
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Announcements 
 
 
Sending Song:                       “Glorious Day” 

 
I was buried beneath my shame 

Who could carry that kind of weight 
It was my tomb 'til I met You 

 
I was breathing but not alive 
All my failures I tried to hide 
It was my tomb 'til I met You 

Chorus 
('Cause when) You called my name (and) 

I ran out of that grave 
Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 

You called my name (and) I ran out of that grave 
Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 

 
Now Your mercy has saved my soul 
Now Your freedom is all that I know 

The old made new Jesus when I met You 
 

Bridge 
I needed rescue my sin was heavy 

But chains break at the weight of Your glory 
I needed shelter I was an orphan 

Now You call me a citizen of Heaven 
When I was broken You were my healing 
Now Your love is the air that I'm breathing 

I have a future my eyes are open 
CCLI Song # 7081388 
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Blessing 
P:  Come Holy Spirit.  Enrich our lives, so that all that we do may be pleasing to 

you.  Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and        
forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
A:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

Leading Us in Worship: 
   Preaching:  Pastor Marcia Schultz 
Minister of Music:  Nicholas Hopkins 

Organist:  Marilyn Burgard 
Council: Jennifer Breymeyer, Whitney VanGessel 

Worship Assistant:  Brian Crane 
Ushers: Daryl Larson, Bill Houseknecht 

Communion Assistants: Linda Montgomery, Sue Scharf 
Altar Guild: Suzanne Johnson 

Greeters: Barb McMullen, Joanne Francis 
Counters: Jennifer Buddemeier, Jeff Emrich 

Video: Michael Miller 
Sound: Alan Windsor 

Slides: Cindy June 
Welcome Center: Kate Phillips 

Coffee Servers: Joanne Francis, Peggy McCourry 
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Welcome Visitors!   
 

Please join us for a cup of coffee in the Gathering Space. 
Also, be sure to stop at the Welcome Center—we have a 

gift for you—adults and children! 
 

Words and music to the hymns are included in this bulletin. For those who wish to use the hymnals, book and song 
numbers appear next to the titles. Music printed with permission under CCLI #1145597. 


