
  

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

December 19, 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Pastor John Ferra 

Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church! 
Whether you are in the sanctuary, tuning to FM 93.9 in the parking 
lot, or streaming from home online, we rejoice that you are with us 
this morning!  Worship in 2021 may look or feel different but know 

that the heart of our worship at CLC remains unchanged.  Several 
steps are in place to ensure our mutual safety and we appreciate 

your help – and patience – as we gather together.  
May God bless us all today and in the week to come! 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  
 
 
Welcome 
 
 
Announcements 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath             
 
Prayer 
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the fourth candle on this wreath, 
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 
when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 
 
Advent Song                               “Light Four Candles”    (Verse 4) 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira-
tion of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.   We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Gathering Song:            “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  (Verses 1,3,6,7) 
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 Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
  
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P:  Let us pray: 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 
serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
Please be seated 
 
 

Word 

First Reading:                                                      Micah 5:2-5a 
   2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace.  
 
R: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Response:                 “Magnificat”                                  Ensemble 
 
 
Second Reading                        Hebrews 10:5-10 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 
offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your 
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s 
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.  
R: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer cards will now be collected . if you are worshiping in the parking lot, an usher 
will collect your yellow prayer request cards during the following song.  If you have 
one filled out, please raise it high out your window.  Thank you. 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Gospel Reading:                               Luke 1:39-45[46-55] 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
  39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 
my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
[  46And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
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  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”]  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
Sermon: Pastor John Ferra 
 
Silence for meditation 
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Please rise in body or spirit.  
 
Song of the Day                     “Jesus Messiah” 

 
He became sin who knew no sin 

That we might become His righteousness 
He humbled Himself and carried the cross 

Love so amazing love so amazing 
Chorus 

Jesus Messiah Name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel 

The Rescue for sinners 
The Ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah Lord of all 

 
His body the bread His blood the wine 

Broken and poured out all for love 
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn 

Love so amazing love so amazing 
 

Bridge 
All our hope is in You 
All our hope is in You 

All the glory to You God 
The Light of the world 

CCLI Song # 5183443 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
Commemorations 

Monday, December 20 
 

Katharina von Bora Luther 
 
 

Prayers of the Church: 
 
Ending of each petition: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregational response:  hear our prayer. 
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Offering 
 

Tithes and offerings will now be received to support the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church.  Offering envelopes are available (in the back of the pews), on which special 
designations may be indicated.  Any quarters contributed will be given to fight world 

hunger. 
 
 

Musical Offering:                        Marilyn Burgard 
 
 
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
Preface 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C:  Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
         as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
         and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
Fraction and Communion Information 
We welcome all Christians to commune at the Lord’s Table.   

If you are worshiping inside, you will be directed forward by the center aisle in two 
lines.  At the center, you will be offered the choice of a white flour wafer, a wrapped 
gluten free wafer, or a sealed wafer/juice combo.   If you receive the combo you may 
return directly to your seat by the side aisle.  If you receive a wafer, you will be handed 
wine or white grape juice in individual cups. Baskets for used cups are available as you 
return to your seat by the side aisle.  

If you are worshiping in the parking lot, you are invited to receive the elements at the 
portico or wave your hand out the window and they will be brought to you.  A note on 
opening the wafer/wine combo. Bend the side tab down and up at the crease to loos-
en the seal.  Lift the clear plastic to access the wafer and the foil to access the juice. 
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Distribution of Communion 

 
Communion Song:               “Joy Has Dawned” 

Joy has dawned upon the world 
Promised from creation 

God’s creation now unfurled 
Hope for every nation. 

Not with fanfares from above 
Not with scenes of glory 
But a humble gift of love 

Jesus born of Mary. 
 

Sounds of wonder fill the sky 
With the songs of angels 

As the mighty Prince of life 
Shelters in a stable. 

Hands that set each start in place 
Shaped the earth in darkness 
Cling now to a mothers breast 

Vulnerable and helpless. 
 

Shepherds bow before the lamb 
Gazing at the glory 

Gifts of men from distant lands 
Prophesy the story. 

Gold—a king is born today 
Incense—God is with us 

Myrrh—His death will make a way 
And by His blood He’ll win us. 

 
Son of Adam, son of heaven 

Given as a ransom 
Reconciling God and man 

Christ, our mighty champion! 
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What a savoir! What a friend! 
What a glorious myst’ry! 

Once a babe in Bethlehem 
Now the Lord of hist’ry. 

 
Gloria in excelsis deo 
Gloria in excelsis deo 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
He whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 

Christ the lord the newborn King. 
 
 
Communion Song:          “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
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Please rise in body or spirit.  
Post--Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P:  Come Holy Spirit.  Enrich our lives, so that all that we do may be pleasing to 

you.  Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and        
forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 
Sending Song:                       “Sing to the King” 

Sing to the King 
Who is coming to reign. 

Glory to Jesus 
The Lamb that was slain. 

Life and salvation 
His empire shall bring, 
And joy to the nations 

When Jesus is King. 
 

Chorus 
Come, let us sing a song 

A song declaring that we belong to Jesus 
He is all we need. 

Lift up a heart of praise. 
Sing now with voices raises to Jesus 

Sing to the King. 
 

For His returning 
We watch and we pray. 

We will be ready 
The dawn of that day. 

We’ll join in singing 
With all the redeemed, 

Cause Satan is vanquished 
And Jesus is King. 
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Dismissal 
A:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 

Leading Us in Worship: 
   Preaching:  Pastor John Ferra  

Minister of Music:  Nicholas Hopkins 
Organist: Marilyn Burgard 

Council: Nikki Diaz 
Worship Assistant:  Lance Girand 

Ushers: Harry Wendland. Brian Crane, Terry Miller 
Communion Assistants: Suzanne Johnson, Pat Girand 

Altar Guild: Teresa Ortego 
Greeters: Pat Potter, Dianne Vissers  

Counters: Ron Sabin, Jeff Emrich 
Video: Michael Miller 
Sound: Gary Sironen 

Slides: Jen Miller  
Welcome Center: Sharon Mack 

Coffee Servers: Lou & Julie Fischer 

Welcome Visitors!   
 

Please join us for a cup of coffee in the Gathering Space. 
Also, be sure to stop at the Welcome Center—we have a 

gift for you—adults and children! 
 

Words and music to the hymns are included in this bulletin. Music printed with permission under CCLI #1145597. 


