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The Branch 
Lent and Easter 2021 

The newsletter of Christ Lutheran Church 

 
            “Who would have thought…” 

   

In your distress, when all these things have happened to you in time 

to come, you will return to the LORD your God and heed him.  

Because the LORD your God is a merciful God, he will neither 

abandon you nor destroy you; he will not forget the covenant with 

your ancestors that he swore to them.  +  Deuteronomy 4: 30-31  
 

Greetings members of CLC!  

My son James flushed a thermometer down a toilet.  He said it was 

because he was angry at it and tired of the “sickness.”  Now this was not 
one of the little, pen-like thermometers that you put under your tongue.  No.  This was a full forehead 

thermometer that went from temple to temple.  Jessica and I tried to fish it out of the toilet in various ways, but 

we were unsuccessful.  We called a plumber who used an auger to try to remove it for a half hour and he 

could not either.  So we had to buy a brand new toilet all because of the act of our four-year old son.  Who 

would have thought it would take a buying and installing a whole new toilet just because of a child’s simple 
action with a thermometer? 

“Who would have thought” is an expression I have used many times since the start of the virus pandemic.  Who 
would have thought that our country would have experienced so much death and sickness and hardship in 

2020?  Who would have thought that wearing masks in public places like a bank would be encouraged if not 

mandated?  Who would have thought that we would need to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas with just 

our immediate families or alone?  Here at CLC we can ask similar questions.   Who would have thought that our 

Easter and Christmas worship services in 2020 would have been recorded and not in-person?  Who would have 

thought that we would worship for months in our parking lot by FM transmitter?  Who would have thought we 

would receive Holy Communion in prefilled cups with a bread wafer sealed on top?    

We are now at a crossroads in both life with the virus pandemic and here at CLC.  There are several vaccines 

approved for use, but they can be extremely hard to get in a timely fashion.  I don’t think it is an overstatement 
in saying that these vaccines will change the path of the virus and our responses to it.  At CLC, we are making 

plans to pre-record services such as Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday again this year.  It is 

hoped – but not certain – that we may meet again in our parking lot for Easter Sunday.  Then there is hope on 

the horizon that we can meet for in-person worship again later in 2021.  This will be a great cause for 

celebration.  Who would have thought that a simple in-person worship would mean so much to us all in this 

year to come?  Hopefully we will learn from this ‘wilderness experience’ and keep the celebration of worship in 
the forefront of our hearts. 

We, the members of CLC, miss each other.  We miss being together.  For us, it is a blessing just to see people 

face to face.  That happened in January at our Annual Meeting.  Many thanks to everyone who led the 

meeting and all the people who participated.  And the good news was that we were able to see each other 

face to face on Zoom.  Who would have thought it would be so meaningful!    

So let us go forward with the Joy of Christ in our hearts.  We don’t know all of what 2021 will bring.   Even if we 
would make a guess or two, I believe we will end the year asking “Who would have thought” on many issues 
indeed. 

May God Bless us and keep us! 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Justin  
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As this season of Lent begins, we look to Jesus and all that 

he does for us! During this time of Lent, each youth should 

expect to get a little something from the church.  We will be 

continuing to do things online as of now but we look 

forward to doing things in person soon! 

On Saturday February 6th, we had some of our youth take 

place in our Sledding event which was the first in person 

activity in a while! It was a blast and I look forward to Start 

being able to do more with you in person soon.   

In March, I will be here one year, and it has certainly been a 

unique year to say the least.  This last year has been a great 

one and all of the CLC family has made it a great 

experience.  Thank you and I really hope to be able to 

worship and youth activities in person with you all soon!  

     

     Tara Williams 
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Church Staff 
Pastor Justin J. Walker 
    pastorjustin@clcwyoming.org 
  

Patrick Blanchard 

    Outreach Ministries Coord.          
    patrick@clcwyoming.org 
 

Hal Overly 

    Bookkeeper 
    bookkeeping@clcwyoming.org 
 

Marilyn Burgard 

    Organist 
     burgardm@sbcglobal.net 

 

Diane DeVries 

     Bell Choir Director 
     diane@clcwyoming.org 
 

Eric Hester 
     Junior Choir Director 
     eric@clcwyoming.org 
 

Nicholas Hopkins 

      Minister of Music 

      nicholas@clcwyoming.org  
 

Tara Williams 

      Youth & Family Min. Coord. 
      tara@clcwyoming.org 
 

Nikki Diaz 

      Custodian 

      niurkaaileen@yahoo.com 
 

Dan Johnson 

      Maintenance 

      djohnson4436@gmail.com 
       

Pia Stoepker 
    Administrative Assistant  
    office@clcwyoming.org 

  

Executive Council 
President:  Bill Houseknecht 
 

Vice-President:  Whitney VanGessel 
 

Treasurer:  Jennifer Breymeyer 
 

Secretary:  Curt Johnson 

 

Council Liaisons and Committee 
Chairpersons 

Education:  Aimee Paulson 
 

Evangelism:  Jane Ward, Charrianne Evele 
 

Fellowship:  Nikki Diaz, Tammy Davison 
 

Finance:  Jennifer Breymeyer, Jim Barritt 
 

Mission Support:  Sally VanEck, Brian Crane 
 

Property:  Rich Neubecker, Tom Goetsch 
 

Technology:  Curt Johnson, Michael 
VanderMeer 
 

Well-being & Social Concerns: 
      Tamara Wright, Sally VanEck 
 

Worship, Music & Arts: 
    Deb Park, Cindy June 
 

Youth & Family:  Aimee Paulson 
 

Recording Secretary:   
 Dave Harris 

 

Contact Information 

Phone: 616-532-2774 

Email: office@clcyoming.org 

Fax:  616-532-6488 

Web:  www.clcwyoming.org 

Notes From the Office 

 

Office Hours:   
Monday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 

Tuesday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  (Hal) 

Wednesday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 

Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Hal) 

Friday:  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Pia) 

 **If you need to connect with us outside of these hours, please give 
us a call at 616-532-2774 and make an appointment. 

 

Weekly Announcement Deadline:    
 Friday morning, 10:00 a.m. 
 

May Branch Deadline:   April 22, 2021 

Note we will be returning to monthly Branch editions beginning in 
May and the deadline will be  the 22nd of every preceding month. 

 

Thank you to the congregation for the gift of 

the pretty handbell suncatcher which was 

presented at the annual meeting in recognition 

of my retirement from directing the handbell 

choirs. I appreciate your thoughtfulness and 

kind words. It has been a 

great time for me and I 

appreciate the opportunity 

to have become friends 

with so many ringers over 

those years. 
Marilyn Burgard 
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                                                       “Outside the Box” 
 

Like many in the days of COVID you may find that you have time on your 

hands.  As a way to pass the time and still keep my mind engaged, I’ve been 
doing a few puzzles every now and then.  Recently, I ran across some classic 

puzzles that I had forgotten about.  Do you remember a puzzle called the 

“Nine Dots?”  It looks like this:                                              
 

0          0          0 

                                                       0           0          0  

                                                       0           0          0   

 

The challenge is to find a way to connect all nine dots with a single line without 

taking your pen or pencil off the page.  This is not an easy task.  It requires 

some creative mental gymnastics. 

Staying connected during the pandemic has challenged all of us to be as 

creative as possible to remain connected and safe.  To do that, we have had 

to do some “out of the box” thinking.  We’ve done “Christ on the Corner” 
parking lot worship.  We have pre- recorded and shared sermons via our You 

Tube channel.  Now, we are also offering  live-streaming services. 

I want to issue a challenge to everyone.  While it is a priority for staff to make 

calls, and to send cards and emails, an even better way to keep our church 

family together is for you to participate in the process.  During the next two 

weeks I am asking each member to look at the church directory and to 

contact two families above your name and two below your name.  Find out 

what’s been happening in their lives.  Tell them about our worship services on 
the You Tube channel.  Share what’s been going on in your life. 

With a little creativity we can continue to strengthen our family ties. 

By the way, here is one way to approach the Nine Dots puzzle. 
        

                                                          

0          0          0 

0          0          0 

0        0          0    
 

     Outreach Coordinator 

     Patrick Blanchard 
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Crucify or Crucified 

It was two years ago during Lent that I had the thought, 'I have a long way to go before I'm 

actually like Jesus, but my enemies sure look a lot like his enemies.'  How sad it is to think that 

some two thousand years after Christ was crucified, the religious elite has not quite figured 

out that "enemy" should never be a term to describe us.  Yet we insist on becoming as such, 

even if the label seems not to fit us. 

 

So here is my question: crucify or crucified?  This is a question that I believe is at the core of 

our faith and should remain ever present in our life and living.  Will we crucify or will we be 

crucified?  How do others experience us?  How do others experience you?  And before the 

thought, 'I am not responsible for how others perceive me,' creeps in, be assured, you 

are.  We are called to be ambassadors.  We are called to be representatives.  We are 

called to be Christ.  We are called to be the crucified ... and no crucified person ever 

crucified another. 

 

The church does not have a reputation for laying down its life for "the other."  The church, 

from those outside of it (at least in my experience), has a reputation of brutally stripping 

others of their dignity, of their lives.  Wielding the power and control that we have been 

afforded to inflict the most brutal of trauma on those who are most vulnerable, on those 

who are not "us."  We sing "and they'll know we are Christians by our love," but "they" do not. 

 

These Covid days have been filled with solitude and reflection ... and it appears as though 

this will continue for the near future.  What are we doing with the time that has been 

afforded us?  Are we wasting this crisis or are we using it for the formational and 

transformational value it can afford us?  Who will we be and how will we be different when 

we are able to gather together as the body of Christ once again?  Will we fall back into old 

habits or will we blaze a new trail, correcting the damage we've done - bringing new life - 

before we fixate on the damage we feel others have done to us? 

 

In a way, I want to apologize for such a dark reflection, but it's Lent ... one of the darkest 

times in the church year.  We literally sing to Christ, "I crucified you."  And it is only in contrast 

to the darkest of nights that morning's light brings any relief. 

 

It was two years ago during Lent that the darkest of days began giving way to the light that 

was coming.  As I sat in my new church, I was completely aware of my brokenness and the 

brokenness that had been inflicted upon me.  But as Christ's resurrection proclaims, 

brokenness and death are not the end of the story. 

 

It was also two years ago, on Easter Sunday, that the light shone brighter than I could 

remember it shining in quite a while.  As I sat in that church, the room was beyond 

electric.  Several people from communities that the church has marginalized over the 

centuries led the service, along those from the privileged cisgender, white, heterosexual 

majority.  A woman read the readings, a person of color led the prayers, a queer member 

of the clergy preached the Word.  It was beyond beautiful.  And although not everyone in 

that room agreed with one another, we all were transformed together.  On that Easter 

Sunday, the crucified brought new life.       
Nicholas Hopkins 



 

7 

    Family Promise of Grand Rapids  

 

Join us as we support Family Promise with our Lenten offerings this 

year. We look forward to partnering with them as they work to give 

hope to parents and their children and end the cycle of  

   homelessness. Family Promise provides emergency shelter, 

housing services, home ownership opportunities and aftercare 

services. They have helped over 1500 families in their twenty year 

history. They are housing approximately 80 families at this time. Your 

checks can be mailed to church or dropped off to our office staff, 

Monday-Friday from 9 am to 1 pm. Look in our weekly 

announcements for any updates. We will collect these offerings from 

February 24 through March 24. Visit familypromisegr.org to learn 

more. 

 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 

Matthew 25:35 
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GLADIOLA SCHOOL 
  I received a very kind note from the staff and stu-

dents at Gladiola School recently. They wanted 

me to convey their gratitude to Kathy Reister for 

initiating the working together between the 

church and school.  They are so very thankful for 

your support in providing many wonderful books 

and outer clothing and new masks for the stu-

dents. 

They can always use more books and masks so if 

you are in the building, the Gladiola tubs will re-

main near the front and back doors. 

Please know that it is very clear that our congre-

gation believes in the motto "God's Work Our 

Hands." Thank you so VERY much for your gener-

ous spirit! 

  Nan Larson 


