
Order of Worship 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  December 20, 2020 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Worship at Christ Lutheran Church 

 
Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church! We rejoice that you are able to join us virtually today.   

Let us worship God fully in all that we do this morning and in the week to come.   

 

 

 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

C:  Amen.  
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Most merciful God, 
 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith 
 

C:  Amen. 
  
 

 

 

 

 



Advent Blessing and Wreath Lighting 
 

P:  Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your 

presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin.  As we light 

these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; 

restore us and give us life that we may be saved. 
 

 O house of David, come, 
 

C:  let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us.   Amen. 

 

 

Advent Song:  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”  
 

Light One Candle to watch for Messiah: 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

for the King of glory. 

 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

Let your light be shining! 

 

 

Gathering Song:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  (verses 1,5,7) 
 

O come O come Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

 

Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee O Israel 

 

O come of Key of David come 

And open wide our heavenly home 

Make safe the way that leads on high 

And close the path to misery 

 

O come Desire of nations bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind 

Bid envy strife and quarrels cease 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace 

 

 



Greeting 

 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
 

 C: And also with you.  

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 
P:  Let us pray: 

 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  With your abundant grace and might, free us from the 

sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the 

world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

First Lesson:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies 

around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 
LORD is with you.” 

  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus 

says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the 

day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 

tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 

speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 

Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to 

my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep 

to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut 

off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the 

great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 

that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 

rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 
16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 

established forever. 

 

R:  The word of the Lord. 
 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Response:  “On Jordan’s Banks” 

 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh 

Awake and hearken for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of Kings 

 

We hail you as our salvation Lord 

Our refuge and our great reward 



Without Your grace we waste away 

Like flowers that wither and decay 

 

All praise to you eternal Son 

Whose advent has our freedom won 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore 
CCLI Song # 4490065 

 

 

Second Lesson:  Romans 16:25-27 
 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is 

now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to 

the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

R:  The word of the Lord. 
 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 1:26-38 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter. 
 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called 

the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to 

the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Song of the Day:  “Mary Did You Know?”  - Nicholas Hopkins 
 

Mary did you know 

That your baby boy 

Would one day walk on water 

Mary did you know 

That your baby boy 

Would save our sons and daughters 

Did you know 

That your baby boy 

Has come to make you new 

This Child that you delivered 

Will soon deliver you 

 

Mary did you know 

That your baby boy 

Would give sight to the blind man 

Mary did you know 

That your baby boy 

Would calm a storm with His hand 

Did you know 

That your baby boy 

Has walked where angels trod 

And when you kiss your little baby 

You've kissed the face of God 

Oh Mary did you know 

 

The blind will see 

The deaf will hear 

The dead will live again 

The lame will leap 

The dumb will speak 

The praises of the Lamb 

 

Oh Mary did you know 

That your baby boy 

Is Lord of all creation 

Mary did you know 

That your baby boy 

Will one day rule the nations 

Did you know 

That your baby boy 

Is heaven's perfect Lamb 

And the sleeping Child you're holding 

Is the great I Am 

Oh Mary oh 

CCLI Song # 839225 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 
  

 Ending of each petition: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
  

 Congregational response:  hear our prayer. 



 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead. 

 

     On the third day he rose again; 

     he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

Song:  “What a Beautiful Name” 
 

You were the Word at the beginning 

One with God the Lord Most High 

Your hidden glory in creation 

Now revealed in You our Christ 

 

What a beautiful Name it is 

What a beautiful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 

What a beautiful Name it is 

Nothing compares to this 

What a beautiful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

 

You didn't want heaven without us 

So Jesus You brought heaven down 

My sin was great Your love was greater 

What could separate us now 

 

What a wonderful Name it is 

What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 

What a wonderful Name it is 

Nothing compares to this 

What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

 



Death could not hold You 

The veil tore before You 

You silence the boast of sin and grave 

The heavens are roaring 

The praise of Your glory 

For You are raised to life again 

 

You have no rival 

You have no equal 

Now and forever God You reign 

Yours is the kingdom 

Yours is the glory 

Yours is the Name above all names 

 

What a powerful Name it is 

What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 

What a powerful Name it is 

Nothing can stand against 

What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

CCLI Song # 7068424 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

C:  Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
  

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

         as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

         and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

  

 

Announcements 

 

 

Blessing 
 

P:  May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for all, and 

strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus.  Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 
 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sending Song:  “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight over all the earth; 

once you sang creations’ story; now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching over your flocks by night,  

God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light. 

 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;  

seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star. 

 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,  

evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 

 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

 

Dismissal 
 

A:  Go in peace.  Prepare the way of the Lord! 
 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Leading Us in Worship: 

   Preaching:  Pastor Justin J. Walker        

Minister of Music:  Nicholas Hopkins 

Organist:  Marilyn Burgard 

Worship Assistant:  Brian Crane 


