Christmas Eve
December 24, 7:00 p.m.
Pastor John Ferra

Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church!
Whether you are in the sanctuary, tuning to FM 93.9 in the parking
lot, or streaming from home online, we rejoice that you are with us
this morning! Worship in 2021 may look or feel different but know
that the heart of our worship at CLC remains unchanged. Several
steps are in place to ensure our mutual safety and we appreciate
your help – and patience – as we gather together.
May God bless us all today and in the week to come!

Gathering
Prelude

Welcome

Announcements

Christmas Proclamation
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The light shines in the darkness.
And the darkness has not overcome it.
The Word became flesh and lived among us,
And we saw the glory of Christ.
To us a child is born.
To us a son is given.
That is why we join our voices with those of the angels, saying:
Glory to God in the highest heaven!

Please rise in body or spirit.
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Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who sends the word with angels,
who is made flesh among all peoples,
and who breathes peace on all the earth.
C: Amen.
P: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection

P: Holy God,
C: We confess our sin before you.
We replace compassion with competition.
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace,
that all we do, in word or deed,
may reflect your love born among us.
Amen.
P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people:
God has come among us
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.
☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven
and you are clothed in peace.
C: Amen.
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Gathering Song:

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray:
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated

Word

First Reading:

Isaiah 9:2-7

2The

people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
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R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Response:

“Sing to the Lord a New Song”
Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to God, all you lands.
Sing of salvation always:
God’s glory now at hand.
God’s love shall never cease.
God comes to rule with justice;
God comes to rule with peace.
Let earth and heaven glory;
let ocean depths rejoice.
Let hills and plains and forests
sing praises with one voice.
God’s love shall never cease.
God comes to rule with justice;
God comes to rule with peace.

Second Reading

Titus 2:11-14

11The

grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good
deeds.
R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Prayer cards will now be collected. If you are worshiping in the parking lot, an usher will collect
your yellow prayer request cards during the following song. If you have one filled out, please
raise it high out your window. Thank you.

Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1In

those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15
[ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.]
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P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated

Children’s Sermon
Sermon: Pastor John Ferra
Silence for meditation

Please rise in body or spirit.

Song of the Day

“O Holy Night”
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and ever pining
'Til he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn'
Fall on your knees, o hear the angels' voices
O night divine, o night when Christ was born
O night divine, o night, o night divine.

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother
And in His name all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we
With all within, let us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord, His Name forever praise we
Noel, Noel, o night, o night divine
Noel, noel
O night, o holy night.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Commemorations
Sunday, December 26
Stephen

Prayers of the Church:
Ending of each petition: . . . Lord, in your mercy,
Congregational response: hear our prayer.
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Offering
Tithes and offerings will now be received to support the ministry of Christ Lutheran
Church. Offering envelopes are available (in the back of the pews), on which special
designations may be indicated. Any quarters contributed will be given to fight world
hunger.

Offertory: “Away in a Manger” and “ O, Come, All Ye Faithful” Bell Choir

Please rise in body or spirit.

The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Alleluia alleluia
For the Lord God Almighty reigns
Alleluia alleluia
For the Lord God Almighty reigns
Alleluia
Holy holy
Are You Lord God Almighty
Worthy is the Lamb
Worthy is the Lamb
You are holy holy
Are You Lord God Almighty
Worthy is the Lamb Worthy is the Lamb
Amen
CCLI Song # 626713

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C: Come, Lord Jesus.
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.
P: All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
One God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Please be seated
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Fraction and Communion Information
We welcome all Christians to commune at the Lord’s Table.
If you are worshiping inside, you will be directed forward by the center aisle in two lines. At the
center, you will be offered the choice of a white flour wafer, a wrapped gluten free wafer, or a
sealed wafer/juice combo. If you receive the combo you may return directly to your seat by the
side aisle. If you receive a wafer, you will be handed wine or white grape juice in individual cups.
Baskets for used cups are available as you return to your seat by the side aisle.
If you are worshiping in the parking lot, you are invited to receive the elements at the portico or
wave your hand out the window and they will be brought to you. A note on opening the wafer/
wine combo. Bend the side tab down and up at the crease to loosen the seal. Lift the clear plastic to access the wafer and the foil to access the juice.

Distribution of Communion
Communion Song:

Communion Song:

“Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heavens” Choir

“Joy to the World
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Please rise in body or spirit.

Post--Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
C:

Amen.

Benediction
P: Come Holy Spirit. Enrich our lives, so that all that we do may be pleasing to

you. Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
C: Amen.
As the lights are lowered, the worship leaders will recess down the middle aisle with battery candles illuminated. In accordance with the local fire ordinances, we have
replaced open flame with this safer alternative.
Please illumine your lamp as the light arrives to you.
Once the darkness has been pierced by our lights, we will begin singing.

Sending Song:

“Silent Night”
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The lights come back on indicating the light of Christ breaking into our world.
You may turn off your light as we are surrounded by the light of Christ.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Leading Us in Worship:
Preaching: Pastor John Ferra
Minister of Music: Nicholas Hopkins
Organist: Marilyn Burgard
Worship Assistant: Darryl Larson
Ushers: Harry Wendland. Linda Montgomery, Gerry Guttormson
Communion Assistants: Aimee Paulson, Deb Park
Greeters: Gerry Stockwell, Mary Knappen
Video: Michael Miller
Sound: Matt June
Slides: Cindy June

Welcome Visitors!
Please join us for a cup of coffee in the Gathering Space.
Also, be sure to stop at the Welcome Center—we have a
gift for you—adults and children!

Words and music to the hymns are included in this bulletin. Music printed with permission under CCLI #1145597.
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