Good Friday
April 2, 2021

Welcome to Worship at Christ Lutheran Church
Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church! We rejoice that you are able to join us virtually today.
Let us worship God fully in all that we do this evening.

About the Good Friday Service
“The Three Days,” also known at the Pascal Triduum, form one service which is the pinnacle of the
Church Year. It begins with Maundy Thursday, continues with Good Friday, and culminates with the
Great Easter Feast. Opening and closing in silence, the Good Friday worship service presents an
austere time of reflection and adoration of Christ, our sacrificial lamb.

As we worship, the sanctuary is gradually darkened … and shadows fall. The Service of Tenebrae (a
Latin word translated “shadows”) follows a tradition of the Church dating back to at least the eighth
century. The Service moves from light to darkness as the daylight fades, symbolizing the fading
devotion of the apostles and dramatizing the suffering, death and burial of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Tonight, we focus on the last seven words or phrases spoken by Jesus before his death. Take this time
to experience the love God has for us especially as the Son of God faced his crucifixion. God loves
us and saves us today.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray:
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to
be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
C: Amen.

Opening Reading
13See,

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

my servant shall prosper;
he shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.
14Just as there were many who were astonished at him
— so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals —
15so he shall startle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.

1Who

has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by others;
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him of no account.
4Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
5But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
9They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.
11Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

Readings: The Seven Last Words
The First Word: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what are doing.”
A reading from Isaiah:
He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as
one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.
A reading from Luke:
Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When they
came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the
leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God,
his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying,
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the
King of the Jews.”
Here ends the reading. Please read slowly and deliberately, adding brief pauses between each
section.
We pause for silent reflection
The Second Word: “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
A reading from Isaiah:
Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous
one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.
A reading from Luke:
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Here ends the reading. Please read slowly and deliberately, adding brief pauses between each
section.
We pause for silent reflection
The Third Word: “Woman, here is your son. Here is your mother.”
A reading from Isaiah:
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or
majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

A reading from John:
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one
for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from
the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.”
This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my
clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of
Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from
that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
Here ends the reading. Please read slowly and deliberately, adding brief pauses between each
section.
We pause for silent reflection
The Fourth Word: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
A reading from Isaiah:
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on
him the iniquity of us all.
A reading from Matthew:
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three
o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for
Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
Here ends the reading. Please read slowly and deliberately, adding brief pauses between each
section.
We pause for silent reflection
The Fifth Word: “I am thirsty”
A reading from Isaiah:
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to
the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
A reading from John:
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am
thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a
branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.
Here ends the reading. Please read slowly and deliberately, adding brief pauses between each
section.

We pause for silent reflection
The Sixth Word: “It is finished”
A reading from Isaiah:
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck
down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.
A reading from John:
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up
his spirit. Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross
during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked
Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers
came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one
of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who
saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells
the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be
broken.” And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have
pierced.”
Here ends the reading. Please read slowly and deliberately, adding brief pauses between each
section.
We pause for silent reflection
The Seventh Word: “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”
A reading from Isaiah:
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They
made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
A reading from Luke:
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon,
while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a
loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his
last. When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this
man was innocent.” And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw
what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances,
including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these
things.
Here ends the reading.
We pause for silent reflection

Song of the Day:

Were You There
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Focus on the Cross
Let us remember that first Good Friday as we close the service in peace and silence.
P:
C:

Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come let us worship him.

P:
C:

Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come let us worship him.

P:
C:

Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come let us worship him.

After a brief silence, the minister continues:
P:
C:

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leading Us in Worship:
Preaching: Pastor Justin J. Walker
Minister of Music: Nicholas Hopkins
Organist: Marilyn Burgard

