
   

 

Interim Pastoral Annual Report  

 God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. from: Evening Prayer (Vespers)   ELW 

 

 This prayer is a prayer for the year of 2021; for the whole church, as well as the 
congregation of Christ Lutheran. The whole church began the year as a virtual 

church, a path we were just beginning to trek.  It was a new experience even in the 2000-

year history of the Christian Church.  And what permanent changes will result, what will 
be the outcomes, we do not yet know.  So this whole year has been a journey along new 

paths yet untrodden; for both the whole church and for Christ Lutheran. 
 Along the way good courage was, and is, required.  For Pr. Walker to undertake the 
challenge of seeking health and healing took courage; and still does day by day.  For the 

congregation’s leadership, and people new to their staff positions, it called for courage to 
not step down, but to face the new challenges with confidence and hope.  For the 

congregation it takes good courage to enter into an interim time with a sense of positive 
direction; and to carry on its significant ministries. 

 And now, as we look forward to a new year, we must certainly realize it will be a 
new year.  With the work of the call committee commencing, there will certainly be a new 

pastor sometime this coming year; and the deliberate work of becoming a team that 
entails.  Because we believe in a living God, a new pastor is never meant to be chief 
curator, but more in research and development.  By that new call, 2022 marks a new 

adventure in the life of Christ Lutheran; not knowing what we will look like at the end of 
the year.  But confident that God’s hand is leading us, and God’s love will be supporting us.

  

In Christ, Rev. John B. Ferra, Jr. 
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Parochial Report  
Sacrament of Holy Baptism   
Malcom Walker                   Elizabeth Whitehead      Scout Saucier                 Ellie VanGessel 

 
Christian Marriage 

No weddings were held at CLC due to Coronavirus. 
 

Rite of Confirmation 

Kaylie Sheldon   Addie Huston      Lily Steele  
 
Burial of the Dead   

Joan Nichols   Betty Cullin       Ray Shepard  Joan Gort 
Georgia Cutler  George Wohlheter      Jim Ward                       Hans Fetting 

Vivian Libby  
 

Reception of Members  

Nick Hopkins   Eric Morgan  Karen Morgan  Lynn Vecziedins 
     
Removed by Transfer   

Joy Gianakura  Michael Phillips Meredith Phillips  Trish Nemeth 
Jim Nemeth   Ruth Salmon 
 

Total Confirmed Membership as of December 31, 2021:  513 
 

HR Committee Report  

 

The staff of Christ Lutheran, and our many volunteers, have once again stepped up to keep the 
ministries and business of the church moving in a positive direction.  We are truly blessed for those 
that exemplify the words in the Narthex… The Ministers of the Church are the People. 
 

The HR Committee has been working to update our very outdated employee manual and to 
document current policies for the staff.  Job descriptions have been reviewed and the exec board has 
conducted reviews with current staff.  The search for an Outreach Ministries Coordinator has been 
indefinitely put on hold as we go through the call process for a Senior Pastor. 
 

Various challenges have been presented to us here at Christ Lutheran.  COVID is just one of them.  
Losing a Pastor and facing another Call Process, gathering together while observing distancing and 
masking protocols, staying connected with those not comfortable gathering with others, to name a 
few.  With the help of Pastor Ferra, and Pastor Schultz, we continue to move forward.  We thank 
them.  Take time to let them know we appreciate them.  At the same time, when you see a staff 
member and especially one of our many volunteers, be sure to let them know you appreciate them as 
well. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xwp8aPOyvO71PM&tbnid=WWExdICanL91MM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossofgrace.org%2Fresources.php&ei=sc58U575HIqVyASAi4LwBw&bvm=bv.67229260,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFkUHv
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President’s Report  
 
 

The year 2021 at Christ Lutheran Church started the way 2020 ended. All our 

worship was virtual on YouTube. Pastor Justin, the musicians and anyone else 
involved with the worship prerecorded everything during the week. The final 

product was spliced together by Sara Miller. It was the beginning of our online 

worship.  

 

On Wednesday, February 17th, Pastor Justin held the first and probably last, Ash 

Wednesday in the parking lot. It was a unique way to reach out to the 

congregation. Quite a few people showed up.  

 

On Sunday, April 4th, we celebrated Easter with our parking lot worship. It was a 

beautiful day. Lots of kids showed up for the Easter egg hunt on the front lawn. The 
parking lot remained a viable option even after the reopening of the sanctuary to 

worship.  
 

In October Pastor Justin resigned as pastor at CLC. Pastor John Ferra is our Interim 

Pastor. Pastor Ferra has many years of pastoral experience. He also has a Masters of 
Divinity from Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary. He and his wife Diane are welcome 

additions to our congregation.  

 

In November, Council approved the members of our call committee as we search 

for our new pastor. The members are Lisa Harris, Daryl Breymeyer, Aimee Paulson, 
Kathy Reister, Kimberly Boes, Julie Fischer, Jennifer Miller, Stuart Johnson, Suzanne 

Snider, Teresa Ortego and Vicki Blubaugh. Whitney VanGessel will act as council 

liaison for the call committee. The synod will provide training for the call committee 
members. Their first meeting is scheduled for early January. We wish them the best 

in their search.  
 

 

Bill Houseknecht  

Council President  
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God’s work.  Our hands. 

Christian Education 
Our Christian Education has had a unique year this year just as it was before, but it continues to 

be a great aspect of Christ Lutheran Church.   

 

We Started out the year by having a Mosaic and Middle school Sledding trip. We had five youth 
join us in the cold. They had lots of fun sledding with friends who they had not seen in person for 

a while. It was a memorable experience for all. 

 

We did not have a women’s retreat in 2021. 
 

Mosaic had four youth go to work camp in 2021.  We went to Imperial, PA.  We had Cora, 
Sheridan, Steven, and Wally in attendance. We spent the week digging a trench and laying 

pipes down to reroute water away from someone’s house to help prevent black mold.  It was a 
very tiring but fulfilling week for all of us. It was different then in the past but still a good time! 

 

We did not do a VBS in 2021.  We did not have a committee to get VBS going.  We are looking 

to do it in 2022. VBS was greatly missed, and we plan to bring it back strong.  

 

Mosaic and College students did an Escape room in November.  It was a very exciting time. We 
had six that played the room. They got out with lots of time remaining! It was a fun experience 

for them all. 

 

Sunday School Started out in kits that were sent to the families.  In the fall when the new Sunday 
School season started, we started in person again, but with a twist.  We are offering Sunday 
school the first two Sundays of each month.  On these days, Sunday school is during the service. 

We are planning to continue this layout until we can get more kids.  We are also looking for 

volunteers to help teach. 

 

Confirmation was on zoom. After the Confirmation group of three were confirmed in May, we re-

looked at how to do classes. We are currently a mix of in person and at home options.  We have 
a combined class for kids in the range of 6th-9th grade, using the “Here we stand” curriculum 
again.   

 

Adult Education Is being looked at for different options/topics. 

 

As we start and look to the New Year we hope to get more back to normal.  We hope everyone 

is staying safe and look forward to the exciting year ahead! 

 

Blessings and Respectfully Submitted, 

Tara Williams, Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator and Aimee Paulson, Council Liaison  
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Music Ministry 
In his song, The Awakening, Joseph Martin wrote: I dreamed a dream of a land [where] every 

song … withered and died … No hallelujah; not one hosanna! No song of love, no lullaby … 
Awake my soul and sing, the time for praise has come. The silence of the night has passed, a 

new day has begun! Let music never die in me; forever let my spirit sing … Let all our voices join 
as one to praise the giver of the song! Awake, awake! Let music live! 
 
For too long we lived in a land in which every song withered and died.  Covid not only 

strangled our song, but it strangled our communities as well.  This past year, with the return of 
the choir and congregational singing, we have been finding our voice again as a 
community.  And what a joy it has been.  The pleasure I take in the songs of the congregation 

cannot be overemphasized.   
We still have a ways to go before we find our voice as a community anew.  With the addition 

of any new member, pastors and staff especially, our voice as a community can take on 

slightly different nuances.  I am excited to see who we will become and what our voice will 
sound like as we are able to make the transition into a hopefully more permanent situation and 

can really invest into our shared future together! 
 

From what I understand, the choir averaged about 5 people pre-Covid.  The fact that we’re 
singing at 13 strong since reintroducing the choir is both humbling and thrilling!  The choir is a 
very capable group including members with a wide range of musical skill and experience.  I 

am thankful that we are able to be technically proficient while remaining hospitable and 
inclusive of all who wish to join.  As such, the adult choir will maintain an “open invitation” 
policy, which will allow members and congregants to join as they’re able to meet our Thursday 
rehearsal and Sunday leadership schedules (with some level of regularity).  Anyone with 
questions should feel welcome to reach out to me directly. 

 
Our band is a thrilling blend of instruments that adds so much to our Sunday morning services.  I 
hesitate to proclaim it a blend of “contemporary” versus “traditional.”  Instruments like guitars 

and drums, which many consider “contemporary” additions, reflect more closely instruments 
seen in various scenes of worship within the Old Testament.  While the pipe organ would be the 

more “modern” and less “traditional” instrument we employ … even though we don’t typically 
categorize it as such.  To Marilyn Burgard, Gary McCourry, Chris Boes, John Waldmiller, and 
Rebekah Shomsky who most regularly bless us with such gifts of leadership, I would like to say a 

huge thank you.  I would also like to thank Vicki Blubaugh and Gary Sironen for lead singing 
throughout the year.  Most of you are with us and enhance our worship weekly, and your 

offering does not go unnoticed or unappreciated.   
 
I would also be remiss, if I didn’t send a huge thank you to our Bell Choir!  You kept ensemble 

music alive for us while we couldn’t sing.  Through your offerings you sound your faith and our 
praise reverberates through you!  Thank you to Marilyn Burgard and Cindy June for keeping us 

ringing. 
 
I also want to take a moment to thank all the volunteers who work so diligently to amplify our 

song: musicians, sound techs, projection tech, and video techs.  Much of this work, especially 
all that is done behind the scenes (and in the sound booth) can be thankless.  So, Matt and 

Cindy June, Gary and Denise Sironen, Michael and Jen Miller, Curt Johnson, Alan Windsor, Lynn 
Vecziedins and Curtis Druckrey, we thank you.  We are dependent on you and grateful for your 
sacrifice of time and talent. Here’s to 2022!  Let music never die in me; forever let my spirit sing 

… Let all our voices join as one to praise the giver of the song! Awake, awake! Let music live! 
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Youth and Family  

 

2021 was another year that was full of learning and growing.  We had 
combined events with Mosaic and Confirmation in the beginning of the 
year such as Sledding trip.  
The Charge retreat for the Confirmation Kids was cancelled, But the High 
schooler got to do work camp! We went to Imperial, PA and built a trench 
and laid pipes and rocks to re-route water away from someone’s house to 
prevent black mold.  It was tiring but also full of fun and excitement as 
well. 
 TGIF and Christ Crew have been on hold for the time being as well.   
We had a fundraiser Car Wash, and the youth were glad to be able to see 
each other and do something together.  We also got a hose donated to 
CLC.  We sold CLC shirts this year as well! It was a good fundraiser! We are 
still doing family fare receipt fundraiser. We have Fundraisers coming up 
soon as well! 
We have been during Confirmation in person and at home this year. We 
have a combined class for grades 6th-9th grade.  We meet Sundays at 
6pm.  Mosaic meets Sundays at 7pm in person. 
We are planning to go to a National Youth Gathering, July 24th-28th in 
Minneapolis, MN.  We have 5 youth that will be attending as well as me 
and hopefully another chaperone.  We are looking forward to more 
fundraiser opportunities this year as well.  
The Youth and Family/Christian Ed Committee is made up of Andy and 
Whitney VanGessel, Raechelle Huston, Aimee Paulson, Christa Killgore, 
Julie Gillich, Becky Westers, Suzanne Snider and Tara Williams.  We meet 
once a month.  
 

Blessings and Warm regards,  
Tara Williams, Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator   
 

 

 

 

 

 
Where will God’s love take you? 
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Mission Support 

 
2021 Mission Support – we saw a year of a return to worship, and more normal activities throughout the 
Church year. It felt good to be meeting in person monthly and discussing our opportunities in a face-to-face 
setting. Much work was accomplished during the year. 
 

2021 continued with our decision / plan to move forward and increase our congregation’s acceptance of 
Online Giving. VANCO has provided access to the website that will be the landing spot for members to create 
their own personal online giving credentials (login / password) and be able to contribute regular giving, and 
special events during the year i.e. Lenten, Altar Flowers, World Hunger etc. Jennifer Crane has been working 
with VANCO, Hal (our bookkeeper) and Jennifer Miller. This process will continue, into 2022, and will include a 
rollout to the congregation at large – please stay tuned. 
 

Our Fall Mission Fair took place Sunday, September 12. Our video this year was to the song “Be a Light” by 
Thomas Rhett. New Blue “Be a Light” T-shirts were also made available. We included drone footage (from 
Travis Miller) from the church Game Night sponsored by Youth and Family on August 11 when the church 
sidewalks were filled with Chalk art as one of the activities. Thanks to Deb Park for working with Youth and 
Family to arrange this, and Sally Van Eck for her dedicated Chalking, along with the youth. 
 

The project associated with the Our Work Gods Hands this year was our Second Best Sale. We are pleased to 
announce that this year’s sale raised $3,553. This included donations of cash along with the sale of your 
donated items. The funds will go to help with the ministry at In The Image. 
Their vision is that everyone in need of clothing and household necessities can receive those in a welcoming 
environment. We have boxed up those items to donate to them along with the money we raised. 
  

Thanks goes to our Village at Christ, under Deb’s leadership, for all those that donated items, helped set-up, 
our terrific clean-up crew, those who donated their yummy baked goods and those who fixed food for our 
workers along with those who helped us advertise our event. We appreciate those of you who supported our 
sale by shopping and giving your purchases their second life. A project of this size definitely takes a village. 
 

The Mission and Ministry booklet was updated this year for active ministries, and will be updated once again 
in early 2022, with changes to Council assignments, etc. 
 

Our Stewardship campaign this year included 4 bulletin announcements, and a home mailing for pledge cards, 
requesting a 12/12/21 return date to the church. 
 

2021 was a more typical year at CLC, and the continued commitment and devotion to our ministries by our 
congregation, Council, and Committee members resulted in the successes we achieved this year. Thanks to 
Mission Support Members – Sally Van Eck (council liaison), Deb Park, Jennifer 
and Brian Crane (Committee Chair).  We also wish to thank Bill Houseknecht 
for attending several meetings, to stay apprised of our efforts and offer 
suggestions with the Committee. 
 

Mission Support Committee, 
Brian Crane – Committee Chair 

Together we are t
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Worship, Music & Arts Committee 

 
2021 was a unique year for our ministry. We started the year worshiping at home while we 
watched a pre-recorded service via YouTube. The Reopening Worship Action Team continued 

to meet to determine the best way to worship during the pandemic and what procedures 
should be used to keep everyone safe and healthy. MDHHS and CDC recommendations 
continued to be followed. 
 

Approval to purchase the needed equipment to video stream our service gave us something to 

look forward to. Scout Sunday was enhanced by the participation of our scouts and their 
leaders. The Imposition of Ashes was offered in a drive through format and we returned to 
parking lot worship for Easter where we celebrated Holy Communion after an extended pause. 

Staffing changes were also a part of our experience this year. Diane deVries, our Bell Choir 

Director, resigned from CLC after Easter. Marilyn Burgard and Cindy June volunteered to keep a 

handbell choir alive this fall in the hope that there will be a core group of ringers for a new 
director in the fall of 2022. Eric Hester, our Junior Choir Director, also left CLC in the spring. Our 
hope is families with children will return in person next year and we can offer a Junior Choir next 

fall. 
 Our live streaming equipment was installed, volunteers were trained and we were able to 

offer in person worship along with live streaming and parking lot worship at 10 am or worship via 
YouTube at a time that was convenient for those watching from home. We continue to improve 
our streaming process and would welcome new volunteers with a willingness to learn. 

 This summer, a subcommittee of WMA developed a survey to poll our members as we 
made worship plans for the fall. Results of the survey led WMA to recommend we stay with one 
combined worship service at 10 am with a plan to reassess when our attendance reached 150 

on a regular basis. This was approved at the next Council meeting. 
 As we adjust to our new normal, we have celebrated adding many elements back into 

our worship. Communion with wafers and individual cups, congregational singing, passing the 
offering plates and including the processional cross in our service again have added to the 
quality of worship. It has been a joy to celebrate our graduates, to include Baptisms in our 

Sunday service and to honor our members who have passed in the last two years on All Saints 
Sunday. 

 
We are grateful for our staff and volunteers who have helped provide excellence in our worship. 
THANK YOU to those who serve as musicians, greeters, ushers, communion assistants, worship 

assistants, sound, video & slide technicians, altar guild and visual art displayers along with the 
people who schedule all these volunteers. We thank those who served on the Reopening 

Worship Action Team and the WMA Survey Team. Our Christian community has been blessed 

with many gifts that have added to our worship. To God be the Glory!   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Park 

WMA Secretary 
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Well-Being & Social Concerns Committee 
 

I have had the chance to start sorting through the various committee that fall under this umbrella of 
Well-being and Social Concerns since I joined council late this summer. Unfortunately, it seems that 
Covid is continuing to hamper some of the efforts of the groups, but I am hopeful that we will begin 

to return to our usual level of involvement soon. 
 

Christ Lutheran Church South Sudanese Congregation -Bob Meuller stated that while the 
congregation was not worshipping here for much of the past year, they were still congregating in 
small groups at the lead deacon, Paul Mawut’s home.  They also were provided with a Zoom account 
from the Bishop and two different emergency grants to help out families.They have been back 
worshipping at CLC this last quarter of tne year and have been able to take part in Communion with 
the Assistant to the Bishop. The Action Team has not met since January of 2020. Unfortunately many 
that were part of this team have had extenuating outside circumstances inhibit their ability to 
continue to take part regularly. We need to focus on reforming this team in the early part of 2021 so 
that we can continue to grow our two congregations together and support each other. 
Personal Care Pantry - This service has been faithfully upheld through much of Covid thanks to the 
efforts of Tamara and Dan Wright and Deb and Dave Park. They supported families by way of a drive 
thru pantry as soon as UCOM allowed it and have helped as many as 60 members in the last month. 
The goal for the new year is to continue this service and hopefully restart the meal and fellowship 
portion of this service to the community.  
Blood Drives - Whitney VanGessel has stated that she is still interested in leading this effort, however 
would like to wait until 2022 before attempting to start it up again as she doesn’t feel we’d have 
enough volunteers at this time to make it a worth while effort.  
Ronald McDonald House/Wyoming Christmas Programs - Carol Peters is in charge of both of these 
activities and had a table at Fall Ministries Kick Off.  Available dates at the house were very limited so 
the hope is things will open back up to a point we are able to help again in the new year. 
Habitat for Humanity - There has been no activity with this group in recent months. If we have 
members interested in working on projects with this organization, please make contact with me in 
the new year. 
Earthkeeping - Much of this committee was affected by Covid and other health issues which kept 
activities from being planned. We are still collecting batteries to be recycled which I believe Jane 
Ward is going to continue to carry on the service that her late husband Jim so faithfully kept to. 
DeGage Ministries-While we still had a team helping with this group, we have not had new activity 
here. This is another area we can begin to look into for any members that are interested in working 
out in the community with our homeless population. We have had the leadership of Dave Harris on 
this committee for many many years and due to other areas of needed focus he is stepping away 
from leading this group. We are thankful for his devoted service to this community. 
 

My hope is that many of these activities can begin again in the spring but the need for additional 
members to become involved is vital to continue. I ask that the congregation prayerfully consider 
taking part in any if the committee they feel called to.  
Respectfully Submitted - Suzanne Snider 
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Evangelism Committee 
This has been a year of gradual reopening for in person worship and activities. We are trying 
to live in our new normal, respectful of others’ safety and needs. The Evangelism committee 
has grown this year to involve three youth representatives and been blessed with their 

perspective and contributions.  

 

Care Packages for Homebound Members: Gift bags have been delivered to our shut-in 

members several times this year. One inclusion is the quarterly devotion booklet.  

 

Devotion booklets: New booklets in large print and smaller form arrive quarterly for the use of 

our members. They are available at the Welcome Center.  

 

EMBRACE: During Covid restrictions this effort has been redirected from focusing on just new 

members to addressing the community needs of all our church members. We coordinated a 
church wide phone call effort in the spring as well as the fall to try to have a personal 

connection with each CLC member to check for any specific needs and to keep our 
directory information as up to date as possible. We have encouraged those who began to 
attend in person worship since last summer to have focused conversations with each other 

after church on a different theme each month.  

 

Gladiola School Outreach: Nan Larson has kept us informed about the needs of the students 
at Gladiola and the Food Truck delivery dates. After collecting school supplies for 

September, on going needs remain: refillable water bottles and gently used or new books. 
There is also a large box that will be at CLC until February collecting new or gently used 

snow pants sizes 4-14, boots (13-6), and mittens /gloves.  

Greeters: Marcia Nichols is scheduling greeters for the in person services. 

 

New Members: Currently, there is not an in person new members class, but several new 

members have been received this year. 

 

Pew Pamphlet: Sharon Mack, working with Pia, has made a one page vertical fold 

information page to have available at the welcome center.  

Prayer Chain: Vicki Blubaugh is now coordinating this vital ministry.  

 

Welcome Center: Sharon Mack has been checking the Guest register each week to see if 
there is information for contacting any new visitors that may come so she can send them the 

CLC introduction letter of greeting/information. She has scheduled people at the Welcome 

Center since we reopened it in the fall.  

 

Looking to the future, we are exploring with Jen Miller, the possibility of advertising our Easter 

services this next spring by mailing postcards and displaying a yard sign banner on the 

church front lawn as a means of broadening our outreach in the neighborhood.  

Respectfully submitted, Jane Ward, Council liaison to the Evangelism Committee 
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Technology Committee 
     
The Tech Committee has been very active the past year and half with the demands put on 

the church to find ways to reach out to the community to bring worship into their home or 

even possible.  Here are many things that the Committee was active in. 

  

- Updated Wi-Fi access point in sanctuary to provide a more stable connection for live-

streaming needs. 

- Continued training of additional people on Live-Streaming system and Sunday Worship slide 

projection 

- Improved sound quality and control of piano with new piano mic 

- Improved sound quality of choir with new choir mic 

- Continue to maintain and update our online presence (website and social media) 

 

LIVESTREAMING - Started Live streaming from our Sanctuary in February of 2021 Here's a few 

statistics 

- YouTube = 8,116 Video Views in 2021 of Sunday Services (down from 8,525 in 2020 which in-
cluded Sunday Services and mid-week "CLC Voice" videos), Gained 49 Channel Subscribers, 

Most viewed service June 27 with 405 Views 

- Facebook - Posts & Lives reached 9998 Views, Total Livestream view for FB 4,271 (We started 

livestreaming on Facebook in April). Most viewed service is April 25 with a Reach of 207 

- TOTAL VIDEO VIEWS in 2021 = 12,387 Views (Overall weekly average of 238 views) 

- clcwyoming.org Website Traffic = 2,800 Visitors in 2021 (up 33.5% over 2020), 4,200 Sessions 
(up 14.9% over 2020), Top 5 Visited Pages - Main Page, Announcements, Worship, Get To 

Know Us, Connect 

 

Commitee members - Michael Miller - Chair, Jen Miller, Stu Healey, Matt June, Gary Sorenson, 

Curt Johnson, Bill Houseknect, Alan Windsor, Michael VanderMeer 

 

Curt Johnson 

Tech Committee liaison 

http://clcwyoming.org
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Congregational Meeting Minutes—January 31, 2021            

 DISCUSSION ACTION 

Opening  The meeting was called to order at 11:37 am by council presi-

dent Curt Johnson.  

Curt Johnson announced that a quorum was established.  

Pastor Justin Walker opened the meeting with a prayer.  

 

  

2021 Agenda Curt Johnson asked for a motion to accept the 2020 congrega-

tional meeting  

 Motion to accept the 

proposed agenda for 

the 2020 CLC congre-

gational meeting 

made by Jennifer Brey-

meyer; 2nd by Nikki 

Diaz; motion passed.  

 

2020 Minutes  Curt Johnson asked for a motion to accept the 2020 congrega-

tional meeting minutes as presented.  

 

 Motion to accept the 

2020 congregational 

meeting minutes made 

by Bill. Houseknecht; 

2nd by Aimee Paulson; 

motion passed.  

 

2020 Annual 

Reports 

 

 Curt Johnson asked for a motion to accept the 2020 annual re-

ports as presented.  

 Motion to accept the 

2020 annual reports 

made by Sally VanEck; 

2nd by Marilyn 

Burgard; motion 

passed.  

Council        

Nominating 

Committee 

 

 Curt Johnson requested six volunteers to serve on the Council 

Nominating Committee. By tradition, the council vice president 

chairs the committee. If possible, two members of this committee 

should be council members. The floor was opened for members 

of the congregation to volunteer.  

The following members of the congregation volunteered:  

Vicki Blubaugh, Kim Boes, Jane Ward, Fred Nichols, Pete VanGes-

sel, Whitney VanGessel.  

 Motion to accept the 

volunteers (see column 

to left) for the 2021 

Council Nominating 

Committee made by 

Curt Johnson; 2nd by 

Jennifer Breymeyer; 

motion passed.  

 

Pastor’s        
Comments 

 Pastor Justin Walker made some comments to the congregation.  

Pastor Walker thanked those who volunteered for the Council 

Nominating Committee. He commented that the year 2020 was 

overshadowed by the COVID-19 pandemic, yet CLC grew in 

some new and outstanding ways. Our on-line worship services 

grew from just the pastor giving a sermon to a full service where 

many people contributed their talents. During the summer we 

worshipped in the parking lot with over 100 people taking part in 

communion. We have had staff transitions and Pastor Walker 

thanked the hiring teams. We have much to look forward to . We 

are already planning to resume parking lot worship when the 
weather improves. We are also looking forward to resuming in-

person worship when safe to do so. Several baptisms are sched-

uled. Pastor Walker looks forward to sharing ministry with us in 

2021.  

 

 

President’s 
Comments  

 

 

 Curt Johnson offered a few highlights from his annual report.  

He offered accolades to those who have taken a leadership role 

to get us where we are. The flame of the Holy Spirit still burns 

bright. He wished that we remain steadfast and unified in our min-

istries. Let us remember “WWJD” (What Would Jesus Do).  
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 ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

Old Business 2020 Finances:  

Jennifer Breymeyer said audits on the 2020 financial statements were 

done two weeks ago. These statements were emailed to the congre-

gation and are on the CLC website. Contributions for 2020 were 2% 

less than those for 2019 and 2% under budget. Expenses were 7% less 

than those for 2019 because we were unable to conduct many of our 

normal activities. The areas with the largest reductions in expenses 

were worship & music, and facilities. CLC was budgeted to lose 

$24,210 in 2020 but the actual loss was only $3,000.  

 

Recognition of Outgoing Council:  
Curt Johnson recognized and thanked the outgoing council mem-

bers. Leaving council this year are Vicki Blubaugh (Worship, Music and 

Arts) , Katelyn Conat (Mission Support), and Mike Evele. (Evangelism).  

 

Special Recognition:  

Jim Barritt (several years as bookkeeper) and Marilyn Burgard (20 years 

as bell choir director) have stepped down and Pastor Walker recog-

nized them for their years of service to CLC. He also thanked Vicki 

Blubaugh for her work finding replacements and for organizing de-

parting gifts for these two individuals. Gifts were opened at this time. 

Both Jim and Marilyn thanked the congregation.  

 

Motion to accept the 

2020 financial report 

made by Jennifer 

Breymeyer; 2nd by 

Nikki Diaz; motion 

passed.  

 

New Business Introduction of 2021 Council:  

Curt Johnson introduced the members of the church council for 2021. 

On council this year are Bill Houseknecht, Whitney VanGessel, Jennifer 

Breymeyer, Pastor Justin Walker, Jane Ward, Nikki Diaz, Sally VanEck, 

Rich Neubecker, Tamara Wright , Deb Park, Aimee Paulson, and Curt 

Johnson. Dave Harris will continue as council recording secretary.  

Pastor read from 1 Corinthians and installed the members of the 2021 

CLC council. Curt Johnson announced that a short council meeting 

would follow to elect the council officers.  

 

2021 Budget:  
Curt Johnson asked for a motion to adopt the 2021 budget as present-

ed to the congregation. Jennifer Breymeyer stated that the 2021 

budget has basically the same levels of revenue and expenses as for 

2020, except for some salary increases for new employees, some in-

creases in health insurance and money for a videographer (for creat-

ing on-line worship services). The 2021 budget projects a loss of 

$41,250.  

Question (Jen Miller): Where is CLC in regard to offering more adapta-

ble on-line giving options?  

Answer (Jennifer Breymeyer): Mission Support is looking into that and 

discussed it in their annual report. They will be working with the Fi-

nance Committee in the coming year.  

 

Synod Assembly Delegates:  

Curt Johnson asked for volunteers to represent CLC at the synod as-

sembly in 2021. The Synod Assembly will be held on May 14-15 and will 

be held virtually. Patrick Blanchard and Tara Williams volunteered.  

 

Other:  

Curt Johnson thanked the council and congregation for their support 

in 2020. Jennifer Breymeyer thanked Matt June and Tim Zeitter for their 

help with the annual meeting.  

Motion to accept the 

2021 budget as pre-

sented to the congre-

gation made by Dar-

ryl Larson, 2nd by 

Mary Knappen; mo-

tion passed.  

Motion to approve 

Patrick Blanchard 

and Tara Williams as 

synod assembly dele-

gates for 2020 made 

by Curt Johnson; 2nd 

by Jennifer Breymey-

er; motion passed.  

 

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 12:35 pm and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Motion to adjourn the 

meeting made by Bill 

Houseknecht, 2nd by 

Nikki Diaz; motion 

passed.  

Congregational Meeting Minutes - continued 

Respectfully submitted by Dave Harris on February 1, 2021. 
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Christ Lutheran Church - 2022 Council 
 

  President:  Whitney VanGessel 

Jennifer Breymeyer 

Suzanne Snider 

Terry Narber 

Kate Phillips 

Jane Ward 

Linda Montgomery 

Jennifer Miller 

Rich Neubecker 

Deb Park 

Dave Harris 

The Ministers of this Church are the People. 
 

Mission Statement 
 

We, the people of Christ Lutheran Church, believe our mission is to share 

God’s love and His forgiveness through Worship, Word and Sacrament. We 
seek to care for the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of others through 

the gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure with which God has blessed us. We 

believe we have been called as living witnesses to exist for others so that all 

may know Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

Church Staff 
 

Interim Pastor     John Ferra (Began in October) 

Minister of Music    Nicholas Hopkins  

Organist      Marilyn Burgard 
Family Ministries Coordinator  Tara Williams  

Administrative Assistant       Pia Stoepker (Began in February) 

Property Services     Dan Johnson  
Custodian     Nikki Diaz 

Bookkeeper     Hal Overly  
     
 

 

God’s work.  Our hands. 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

Annual Congregational Meeting Agenda 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 
 
 

Call to Order  

 

Opening Prayer  

 

Establishment of Quorum  

 

Adoption of Agenda  

 

Approval of Minutes of the 2021 Annual Meeting 

 

Approval of Annual Reports 

 

Election of Nominating Committee 

 

Pastor’s Comments  
 

President’s Comments 
 

Old Business  

2021 Financial Overview 

Recognition of outgoing members of Council  

 

New Business  

Introduction of New Council 

Approval of 2022 Budget 

Synod Assembly Representatives 

 

Adjournment 

 

Closing Prayer    


